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What a fantastic issue of PENNY-WISE! It's big, it’s great, it’s a prize 
winner! It will provide you with information, with news, with thought- 
provoking ideas! In other words, it’s an issue which you can really take on 
vacation and enjoy on a rainy afternoon. We’re proud of it - and of you who 
contributed your ideas and thoughts to make another winning issue possible! 
Thanks to all of you. We appreciate your loyalty and support. So stop your 
drooling and read on. 

Unfortunately, the size of this issue made us hold up on two more interest- 
ing articles, one by John Morton and one by John C. Hoyler, but you'll find 
them in the September issue. So you have something good to look forward to. 
We also had to defer John Wright's ASK JOHN column until the next issue - he 
assured us of the article, but it failed to arrive before the deadline. 

I won't tell you about all that's waiting for you in this issue - you can turn 
to the Table of Contents and see for yourself. There are some articles on 
research, a penny quiz, accounts of cherrypicking , some nostalgia, reports of 
regional meetings, some full-page advertisements and lots of Swaps & Sales. 

I tell you - this issue has just about everything! 

Now don't forget the ANA Convention to be held in Baltimore during August 
- if you can get there, do so. We'll carry the news about it in our next issue. 
It's always the biggest and best coin show of the year and well-worth your 
attention . 

Already, I'm starting to put together the September issue of P-W, so keep 
your letters and articles flowing my way. I appreciate the fact that so many 
contributors are forwarding me their material early - this is the first issue in 
a long time that I didn't have to bust my chops to type up last minute arrivals 
around the clock. So keep up the good work, and thanks so very much for all 
your help. I like to receive mail and my mailman is very understanding and 
efficient, so keep us busy. The deadline for the September issue is Saturday, 
August 31 . Your material must be in my hands by that date or it will be held 
over to the November issue. But remember to plan accordingly - it takes 4 
or 5 days after you mail your contribution for it to be delivered to me. 

So that's about it for now. Have a good summer and lots of luck in cherry- 
picking the goodies! And smile - now you can delve into the latest P-W and 
read about all the treasures which others have found. But remember this - 
the best is still yet to come! 

Numismatically yours, 

Warren A. Lapp 

Editor and Publisher 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 
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In submitting this article to P-W, Bill Jones noted that the bulk of infor 
mation used in this series of articles was obtained from two classic works: 
Sylvester Crosby's THE EARLY COINS OF AMERICA and Sydney Noe's 
THE SILVER COINAGE OF MASSACHUSETTS . A new edition of Crosby's 
book has been published recently and the book is now readily available. 

However, Noe's book is out of print; and collectors who are seriously interested 
in the Massachusetts silver coinage by die variety should acquire a copy of the 
Quarterman reprint without delay. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SILVER COINAGE - Part 1 

William T. Jones, Jr. 

The Massachusetts silver coinage, commonly known as the Pine Tree 
shillings, does not contain a great deal of copper; but the history of these pieces 
should be of interest to all P-W readers. These coins were the first money 
produced by English-speaking settlers in the new world. In addition, they were 
produced in large quantities and were enormously successful as a circulating 
medium. Like the early coppers, the Massachusetts silver coining dies were 
prepared by hand which resulted in a large number of varieties. Finally, the 
history of the Pine Tree shillings is perhaps the most colorful of all United 
States coins. 

During the Colonial period and for some years after the revolution, the city 
of Boston along with other coastal areas of Massachusetts were among the most 
economically- advanced sections of the English colonies. This economic pre- 
eminence was due in part to the development of the Boston harbor. Boston 
became a center for international trade, shipping, and ship-building. 

As the Massachusetts' economy grew, it became obvious that the colony 
needed a stable monetary system; but the political conditions of the time would 
not permit that development. Under the Royal Prerogative, only the King of 
England was permitted to issue coins or to assign that right to anyone else. 

Since neither the charter which created the Commonwealth of Massachusetts nor 
later policy statements made by the king permitted a Colonial coinage, the 
colonists were left only that money which was imported by foreign traders. 
However, most of these coins tended to flow back overseas because the foreign 
merchants required payment for their goods and services. This left the colony 
with very little circulating specie. 

As in many developing econimies, the colonists first tried to use 
commodities such as grains, pelts and bullets in lieu of coins. However, these 
items found a limited acceptance because of high storage and transportation costs 
and the liquidity problems associated with their use. 

In 1 637, the Massachusetts General Court, which was the legislative body 
of the Commonwealth, authorized the use of wampum as a medium of exchange . 
Wampum was American Indian jewelry which was produced from clam shells. 

It was found in two colors, white and blue, and was holed and strung on thongs. 

At first, the white and blue wampum were valued at 4 and 2 beads to the penny 
respectively, in total amounts up to 1 2 pence. Provisions were also passed 
which required that the beads had to be strung in fixed quantities, thereby in 
effect creating denominations for the clam shell currency. 
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In the end, the wampum experiment failed, because the Colonial government 
could not control the quantity or quality of the beads placed in circulation. After 
wampum was declared a legal currency, there was an explosion in the production 
of it. Vast quantities of inferior wampum began to appear, and soon the value of 
the beads began to decline. In 1648, the General Court passed laws which 
required that wampum could not have any deforming spots. In 1650, the 
maximum value was increased to 40 shillings and the beads were devalued to 8 to 
the penny for white wampum and 4 to the penny for the blue. Finally, in 1 661 , 
the law which assigned an official value to the wampum was repealed. 

In the meantime, events in England had begun to move in favor of the 
colonists. In 1 642, the English Revolution began which culminated in the removal 
and the execution of King Charles I. Oliver Cromwell assumed control of the 
government as Lord Protector; and during his rule, there was no King of England. 

Cromwell’s puritanical religious views were quite similar to those of the 
colonists; and, given that fact, the Colonial legislature authorized the 
Massachusetts silver coinage using the following legal argument; although the 
colonists acknowledged the validity of the Royal Prerogative concerning coinage, 
in 1652 Cromwell was in power and there was no king to exercise that right. 
Therefore, in 1652, the colonists legally could produce their own coins; and, in 
May, the basic laws were passed. The laws and procedures which would govern 
the production of the Massachusetts silver are summarized below: 

1 . John Hull was appointed the Mint Master, and Hull selected Robert Sanderson 
as his assistant. 

2. The mint building was constructed on John Hull's property in what was then 
and is now the north-end section of Boston. Although the mint building was 
constructed at public expense, the land on which it sat continued to be Hull's 
property. In the event that Hull were to give up his position, the land was to be 
sold to the state at a price agreed to by two indifferent men. 

3. Like the operational procedure at the first U.S. Mint, the silver used in the 
coins was deposited by private businesses and persons for conversion into coins. 
Unlike that at the first U.S. Mint, Hull was permitted to retain one shilling and 
six pence of every 20 shillings his mint produced. By all accounts, Hull became 
a very wealthy man as a result of this rate of pay. 

4. Three denominations: a 3 pence, a 6 pence, and a shilling were originally 
authorized. Later, in 1 662, a 2 pence was added. These coins weighed 22^ 
per cent less than their English counterparts in order to discourage their export 
from the colony. Later, laws prohibited travelers from taking more than 20 
shillings with them when they left the colony. 

5. The coins were produced, using the following procedures: the silver which 
was often in the form of Spanish coinage captured in the Caribbean area was 
melted, adjusted to the proper alloy, formed into ingots, and pounded into 
sheets equal in thickness of the finished coins. The planchets were cut from 
the sheets of silver using a pair of shears. Any required planchet weight 
adjustments probably were made using the same shears. The writer has never 
seen or heard of any piece with file adjustment marks such as are found on the 
early U.S. gold and silver coins. For this reason, all Massachusetts pieces 
which have not been tampered with have uneven edges and less-than-round 
planchets . 
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The New England and perhaps the Willow Tree coins were hammer-struck; 
the Oak Tree, the Pine Tree, and more than likely the Willow Tree coins were 
struck on a screw press similar to that used at the first U.S. Mint. 

6. The coin dies were hand-cut and were generally crude by any standard. The 
steel used in the dies was produced at the Saugus, Massachusetts Iron Works. 

Each die was required to have a secret code included in its design and this 
code was to be known only to the Mint Master and the government. The coin was 
to be changed every 3 months and was to be used to detect counterfeits. The 
exact nature of the code is not known today, but most collectors believe that it 
had something to do with the apparently meaningless dots and letters which are 
often found on these early coins. 

(To be continued.) 

************* 

The following anecdote was submitted by EACer Eric P. Newman who 
discovered it in THE NEW JERSEY AND PENNSYLVANIA ALMANAC FOR 
1823, published in Trenton and 'calculated for the latitude and meridian of 
Philadelphia' . 

Mr. Newman, who is the founder of the Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society located in St. Louis, Missouri, wrote: "I thought that this 

should have a place in PENNY-WISE. Even though the joke is rather droll, it is 
unusual for its time and it relates to cents." 

We offer our thanks to Mr. Newman for calling the story to our attention. 

THE ANECDOTE 

Two milkmen, some few days since finding cents were scarce, were much 
troubled in making change when they sold their milk. They accordingly agreed 
to go to the United States Branch Bank in this city (New York) and get 20 dollars 
in cents. After the cents were delivered to them, on their way to the ferry, they 
stopped at a porterhouse to get some punch, when they deposited the bag 
containing the money on the table. "Ah" said an old man who sat in the room, 

"if all that was in the bag was half-Joes, it would be something handsome." 

To which remark, one of the milkmen said, "They are half-Joes," upon 
which the old man offered a bet of ten dollars. The stake money was put in a 
third person's hands, when the milkman making the bet called to the other milk- 
man whose name was Joseph. "Joe," said he, "are not these in the bag half 
yours?" "Yes," says joe. "There," says he, "I told you they were half Joe's." 
And accordingly, he took the bet. 

AMERICAN ROSE RARE COINS Newfoundland, New Jersey 07435 

c/o Harry J. Rescigno P.O. Box 41 5 

Love Early Coppers? 

ALL NEW! ! ! 

Monthly Mail Bid Auctions on Colonials, Half Cents, Large Cents, Copper 
Literature and Type Coins 

Send for free listing today! 

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED! 

************* 
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The following article was presented by its author at EAC '85 during the 
Educational Forum. It is presented here by special arrangement between Donn 
Pearl man and EAC '85's chairman, Don Valenziano, Jr. 

CONNECTICUTS CAME FIRST 
Donn Pearlman 

The answer to tonight's first question is "Yes". The answer to the second 
question is "Because they're not listed on the Grey Sheet". 

A few years back, a dealer whom I knew asked if it were true that I collected 
Connecticut copper pieces. I said "Yes". Then he asked: " Why do you collect 
that crap?" My answer was: "Because they're not listed on the Grey Sheet". 

Connecticut coppers, struck in as-well-as out of the State of Connecticut in 
the mid- to late 1780's, are not listed in COIN WORLD'S Trends, are not listed 
in the NUMISMATIC NEWS Marketplace, are not the frequent topic of corres- 
pondence on the dealers' teletype circuits, and are not found on David Hall's 
monthly recommendations of the two best-rate coin buys. 

Isn't that nice? I love it! 

With the exception of the sale of the Johns Hopkins University's Garrett 
collection, Connecticut coppers usually are not available by the gem BU roll. 

Connecticut coppers are available crudely struck, sometimes mis-struck, 
frequently on defective planchets, and often are found with more than a hint of 
dirt, corrosion, and/or verdigris. 

If some big-time dealer wanted to promote the sale of these coins, his 
advertising might read something like this: 

'We have 'em! Connecticut coppers! Special purchase . About Good. 

1787 Miller number 4,623-89/Q.I 93. Severely cracked planchet - superb 

for type. Most legends partially obscured by gorgeous dark green patina. 

Limit 50 per customer." 

Come to think of it - why do I collect this crap? 

Actually, there are few areas of numismatics where for less than $100. you 
can purchase a coin that is a rarity scale -6 and was struck in the United States. 
The State Coinage of Connecticut, 1785 to 1788, is one of these wonderful areas. 
And, similar to U.S. large cents and half cents, the serious collector - armed 
with all the knowledge available through the study of various early American 
copper research efforts - need master only a successful poker face to outwit 
virtually any rare coin dealer whose only numismatic scholarship is a quick 
glance at the latest copy of "The Coin Dealers' Newsletter" and reliance on the 
annual editions of "A Guide Books of United States Coins". 

As you know, when it comes to early American coppers, sole reliance on a 
Grey Sheet and a Red Book can leave you black and blue. 

The topic of my presentation this evening is "Connecticuts Came First". 

The title is not just an indication that my presentation is first on the agenda this 
evening - because I must be at work early tomorrow morning and therefore I 
must leave this forum at a rather early hour - but the title is also a very gentle 
reminder that the first Connecticut copper pieces were struck 8 years before the 
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first regular issue half cents and large cents made their debut at the 
Philadelphia Mint. 

In the next few minutes. I'll present a quick overview of Connecticut coppers, 
telling you probably much more than you had ever wanted to know about why they 
were struck, where they were struck, their varieties, and additional sources of 
information for future study. 

For those of you who already know this area rather well, may I suggest a 
20 -minute tour of the hotel's bar? For those of you who don't know anything 
about Connecticut coppers and really don't give a damn about them either , may I 
suggest that you follow to the bar the other EAC members who are about to 
depart. 

Connecticut coppers were produced for much the same reasons that other 
states produced coinage in the early days of the United States. The needs of 
daily commerce required circulating coinage. 

The law makers of Connecticut authorized that four men who were doing 
business in New Haven as the Company for Coining Coppers be permitted to 
officially strike copper coins. A portion of the coins struck would be turned 
over to the State; the remainder would be the company's profits. However, 
the owners of the Company for Coining Coppers could not make much of a profit; 
and after about a year and a half, the company halted operations. 

Some astute people in nearby states quickly realized that if they, too, 
struck coins similar in appearance to the officially authorized Connecticut 
coppers, their coins could be spent in Connecticut or elsewhere, and they would 
not have to pay any royalties to the State of Connecticut for permission to make 
the coins. This very same business concept is still found in many American 
companies today. It is called "Greed". 

The result: Connecticut coppers were struck in New Haven, Connecticut; 
in Rahway, New Jersey; in Morristown, New Jersey; at Captain Machin's 
famous 'Manufactory of Hardware' near Newburgh, New York; and perhaps even 
at a still unidentified Mint location in New York City. The names of some of 
those involved in the production are familiar to those students of state coinages: 
James Jarvis, Captain Thomas Madison, Walter Mould, Benjamin Buell, and 
Buell's father, Abel Buell. 

There are more varieties of Connecticut coppers than coppers from any 
other state coinage series. If you consider all the known obverse and reverse 
combinations, there are about 400 possibilities. ... all dated 1 785 through 1 788. 

According to the records of the original Company for Coining Coppers, the 
company produced over 10,512 pounds of coins between November 12, 1785 and 
June 1 , 1 787. Each copper was originally valued at 1 4 to the shilling. How- 
ever, because of the many illegally-produced pieces which began appearing - 
and the sometimes light-weight pieces produced by the legally-authorized 
Company for Coining Coppers - the exchange rate varied, merchants often 
demanding more coppers to the shilling than just 14. 

By now, you're probably tired of looking at me, so let's dim the lights, 
turn on the projector, and vicariously return to the days of yeateryear - when 
the Declaration of Independence was less than a decade old, when Colonial coinage 
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of the U.S. began to flourish, when Ronald Reagan began thinking about a career 
in Hollywood 

(At this point in the presentation, Pearlman began showing slides of various 
Connecticut coppers and his discussion of them follows.) 

This is the obverse of atypical Connecticut copper piece, a little off-center 
and surrounded. The legend is in Latin: AUCTORI CONNEC - i.e. by the 
authority of Connecticut. Some coins have various punctuation or lack of it, 
including periods, colons, even stars, and other interesting design elements 
before - after - and in-between the words. Sometimes the words in the legends 
were mis-spelled, but I’ll show you some of these later. 

If you think this piece is bad, it is this garbage piece which got me hooked on 
Connecticuts . This 1787 Miller number 11 ,2-K is my very first Connecticut. 
Well-worn - with more than a hint of severe oxidation - I saw it in the display case 
at the coin and stamp department of the Marshall Fields department store in the 
Old Orchard Shopping Center in Skokie, Illinois in late 1975, priced at $35. 
Unbeknownst to me, that was probably a good $20. too much for the piece. But I 
bought it, studied it, and I’m probably still paying too much for most of my coins, 
but at least I usually know what I'm buying now. 

Compare the stylized portrait on the obverse of the Connecticuts with some 
frequently-encountered copper coinage which freely circulated in the colonies in 
the mid-1 780 's ... . 

This is a 1773 farthing of Great Britain, featuring that famous monarch. 

King George III, who let the American colonies slip from his fingers. His 
likeness, of course, also appears on another common copper coin of the era that 
also circulated in the new United States - the half-penny, or as our English friends 
call it. . . . the hayp-nee . 

The reverse of the Connecticut coppers carry the simple motto: INDE ET 
LIB - Independence and Liberty. Sometimes the words were placed in slightly 
different positions on the reverse, and sometimes there were mis-spellings too. 
Notice the seated figure on the reverse. Compare this to the flip sides of the 
Great Britain farthing and the Great Britain half-penny. 

As Q. David Bowers points out in his book, COLLECTING RARE COINS 
FOR PROFIT, with so many British half pennies in circulation throughout 
Connecticut in the 1 780’s, it was thought that if the new Connecticut pieces had 
designs somewhat similar to the British coins, they would be readily accepted in 
the channels of commerce. Bowers adds: "The private contractors were 

interested in turning out as many coins as possible in the shortest time possible. 
Hence, little attention was given to artistic perfection". High profits from more 
coin investment! 

The primary sources of information for studying about Connecticut coppers 
include the following references: 

1 . the well-known THE EARLY COINS OF AMERICA by Sylvester Crosby. 

Aside from providing information about the political and legislative history of 
Connecticut in authorizing the issuance of state coinage, Crosby attempted to list 
the known varieties of the coins. There are a few drawing of coins in the book, 
but no stills - or photographs. Some collectors might gnash their teeth at the lack 
of stills in the Crosby book. And that led to the creation of the famous music 
group: Crosby, Stills, and Gnash.... 
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2. the basic reference today for attributing Connecticuts is the work of Henry C. 
Miller, THE STATE COINAGE OF CONNECTICUT. This was published in the 
"American Journal of Numismatics" in 1920, the same year that Mr. Miller died. 

Miller studied the work of Crosby and the work of B. H. Hall from 1892, and 
he went on from there to compile what is still the standard reference for 
Connecticut copper types. Miller made extensive narrative descriptions of the 
obverse and reverse designs and he also made lists by year and rarity scales. 

His system of using numbers and letters to designate the varieties and sub- 
varieties is still used today. Connecticut attribution is done by 'Miller* number; 
and when new varieties and sub-varieties are found, the Miller numbering and 
letter sequence are followed. 

3. Another valuable source of information, especially to keep up with 
discoveries of additional Connecticut varieties, is THE COLONIAL NEWS- 
LETTER, published by the Colonial Newsletter Foundation through the excellent 
work of Newsletter editor, J. C. Spilman of Huntsville, Alabama. Spilman 
publishes research in all kinds of areas of Colonial coinage, and his work should 
be supported by everyone involved in the early American coppers. 

During most of 1978 and 1979, I conducted a survey of known specimens of 
3 major varieties of Connecticut coppers and the survey results were published 
in the March, 1980 edition of THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER. For the past 2 
years, I've been slowly working on additional research of one of those varieties. 

If someone can find me one full month of free time and a few thousand dollars 
with which to purchase some additional coins, perhaps I'll be able to finish my 
studies on the 1787 M.11-Q overdate variety. 

4. Yet another good source of information about Connecticuts is the Pine Tree 
Auction Company catalogue of the Early American Coppers Club's convention 
public auction sale of February 15, 1975. While the editorial content does 
contain a few errors — show me an auction catalogue that doesn't — this 134 page 
book with its scores of black and white photographs and columns of informative 
narrative is a frequently needed source of information for Connecticut specialists. 
Fellow EAC member Walter Breen did most of the catalogue work. Walter, your 
efforts have made attribution of most Connecticuts much easier. By the way, 
decent condition copies of the Pine Tree EAC 1975 catalogue often cost more 
than the price of some Connecticut copper pieces. 

5 . The price lists issued by David Sonderman of Amherst, Massachusetts and 
formerly of New Haven, Connecticut, are also highly recommended sources of 
information about Connecticut coppers. His prices are also very fair, too. 

6. And another source of quick but certainly not complete information about 
Connecticuts is the annual edition of A GUIDE BOOK OF UNITED STATES 
COINS - the RED BOOK. In the past few years, with better Connecticut pieces 
coming on the market through major auctions, the folks at RED BOOK have up- 
graded many of their photographs. The Connecticut section is a good example. 

In its 4 pages on Connecticuts, there are listing of 34 varieties in various 
grades. But remember this - there are some 400 known variety combinations - 
and a few of the very rare varieties which specialists want for their collections 
are not even mentioned in the RED BOOK. 

So, you can see that cherrypicking can and does occur with Connecticuts, just 
as it can for you large cent and half cent collectors. While it was not a very 
scarce coin worth only about $25. , I found a 1787 Connecticut for sale in a 
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dealer's junk box. Obviously, the dealer thought it was a foreign coin - the 
legends are in Latin - and because it was from the 1700's, he priced it at $2. 

Had he opened his RED BOOK, he would have known better. 

But, again, even with a RED BOOK, a non-specialist easily can overlook a 
rare variety. 

Another point. Since Connecticuts are usually pretty crude, I've found that 
many smaller dealers grossly under-grade their pieces for sale. A coin which 
accurately might be described as Fine or even Very Fine might be labeled by the 
local coin dealer as Good, even About Good. And, of course, the dealer prices 
it according to the grade he thinks it to be and based on the incomplete listings in 
the RED BOOK. Sometimes you can win twice - on rate variety and by better 
grade . 

Now, let's look at more Connecticut coppers and see the fun of trying to 
attribute coins that have no date showing. . . .or little of it. However, because of 
the excellent research work available - Miller, Pine Tree sale, and other 
sources - a student of Connecticut coppers should quickly be able to determine 
that this coin (shown on the screen) is a 1 785 - the first year of issue! ! ! - a 
Miller 1 -E - probably a rarity 4, with up to 200 known. 

For obvious reasons, this next variety - 1785 M.4-F, is usually described 
as the "African Head". It is a common variety, but quite distinct and among the 
'must have' coins in any Connecticut collection. 

The next coin is another 1 785 variety. The bust faces left and is the type of 
bust used in 1786 and later. It is a Miller M.7.1-D. Granted, this example is 
not in the best available grade. However, there are less than two dozen known 
specimens, apparently none in better than VF condition. So I consider myself 
lucky to be able to obtain even this specimen. 

Sometimes with Connecticuts, it is very difficult to upgrade a collection, let 
alone locate any specimen of some of the major and rare varieties. 

This next major variety was produced in 1786. It was called the Round Head - 
again for obvious reasons. The reverse is also interesting - instead of the legend 
reading INDE ET LIB, it reads ETLIB INDE. 

Here is another major variety, the Large Head. Notice the size of the 
planchet. It was cut down. Generally, the weights of Connecticut coppers can 
vary from 108 grains up to a huge specimen of around 200 grains. And, as you’ll 
see a bit later, sometimes the Connecticuts are overstruck on previously-struck 
host coins from other states. 

Now comes the Hercules Head. The raised head was so prominent that the 
reverse of these pieces is not well struck. Notice the flat area in the middle. 

Here is another peculiar variety, one that I investigated back in 1978. This 
is 1786 M.6-K. Notice the four dash ornaments. There are 3 sets of these 
ornaments on the reverse of the coin. Only about 30 specimens are believed 
known. During my survey, I was able to account for 20 of them. Most have a 
weakly struck date, and only 2 of the 20 which I could locate were in VF condition. 
None is a higher grade. 

Now here is the Smallest Head. If you collect Connecticut coppers, you will 
get a Head. 

Now, here are the extremes. Carrying the date 1787, we have the Smallest 
Head, M.1 . 1-A. And M.1 .2.C, the largest head in the Connecticut series, is 
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known as the Muttonhead or Bradford Head variety. Generally, the legends are 
very weak. Early die state pieces are quite rare. Walter Breen believes that 
this variety is a contemporary counterfeit. He says that the lettering is not 
punch-linked to anything else in the entire Colonial coinage series. Apparently, 
as bad as the lettering was, the die was later deliberately re-ground to make it 
worse — perhaps to make it look more like a well— worn British half-penny, after 
word got around that it was not an officially issued Connecticut-cut copper coin. 

It was this kind of extracurricular coinage work which pushed the value of 
Connecticut pieces far below their original trading level of 1 4 to the shilling. 

Also note on the reverse of the Muttonhead variety, the placement of the 
lettering for the motto. 

While the Muttonhead is the largest head in the series, the 1787 M.8-N is 
the Tallest Head. Although perhaps 200 specimens are known, this example here 
is the finest known, as far as I can determine. 

Next is the 1 787 M.4-L - but it is an uncommon version of a rather common 
coin. There is no die break on the obverse. A die break developed, apparently 
soon after striking began, and the break got larger and larger, making it look as 
though a horn-like cud was protruding from the bust. For obvious reasons, this 
is known as the Horned Bust variety. 

This next coin, also dated 1 787 is the Miller 6.1 -M - the Laughing Head 
variety. It was the first Connecticut which I had ever seen in decent condition. 

In fact, after I had purchased it through the mail, I was so skeptical that it was 
genuine that I took it to a local coin dealer for his comments. He, too, had 
never seen a higher grade Connecticut. So this coin became the first item which 
I ever sent to the American Numismatic Association Certification Service for 
authentication . 

In the years since that time, (A) I've seen enough high grade Connecticuts to 
be able to generally determine authenticity; (B) I've found a few new local dealers 
who also have handled higher grade Colonials; and (C) an improved knowledge 
about coins has helped me cherrypick from that first dealer's inventory a number 
of times . 

Very similar to the Laughing Head variety is the Simple Head or Smiling 
Head variety. Notice carefully the letter 'U* in the legend. Compare that to this 
next coin, a 1 787 New Jersey copper. . . .Maris 64-t. The Laughing Head and the 
Simple Head Connecticuts are stylistically unlike any other Connecticuts, and the 
lettering - such as the horseshoe-shaped U - is punch-linked to the lettering on 
this New Jersey variety. Researchers conclude that these pieces were produced 
by die-cutter Walter Mould in Morristown, New Jersey. The Horned Bust 
Connecticut also is punch-linked to Mould. 

There are 2 major overdate varieties in the Connecticut series. This 
example is the 1 787 M.9-R, with a blundered date of 1 788 corrected to read 1 787. 
It is a name-scarce coin, but not quite as scarce as the 1 795 Pine Tree catalogue 
claims. That auction sale catalogue described the M.9-R overdate as being a low 
rarity-7, with R7 defined as only 4 to 1 2 specimens known. In my research for 
THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER article, I was able to locate 22 separate 
specimens, 6 of which were in at least VF condition. I found a pleasing tan- 
colored VF that was sharply double-struck! Even on the 8 specimens I found 
which graded G and VG, the overdates were generally sharp and clear. 
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The other major overdate variety is the M.1 2-Q. It also has a corrected 
blunder in the date - 1 788 was corrected to read 1 787. The Pine T ree catalogue 
described the variety as R6, indicating 13 to 30 specimens known. Pine Tree's 
definition of R6 indicated 13 to 20, but that may have been a misprint. While 
the Pine Tree rarity rating may be too conservative, apparently Miller's claim 
of R4 - as many as 200 known - may be too liberal. This coin just does not show 
up that often. My COLONIAL NEWSLETTER research located 22 separate 
specimens, ranging from little or no date visible but still attributal to a 
specimen which was almost uncirculated. 

The example shown here has a nice strong overdate visible, but the planchet 
is cracked. Here is one with a somewhat nicer planchet, but part of the date is 
obscured. In my research, I discovered that a significant number of higher grade 
1787 M.12-Q overdate coins exhibit planchet or die problems. Aside from the 
overdate, notice how the word INDE is separated by Miss Liberty's hand with the 
branch. Remembering how I drooled at a collector's double-struck 1 787 M.9-R 
overdate back in the late 1970's, I eagerly got out my checkbook when the oppor- 
tunity came up to buy this coin last year. To my knowledge, this is a unique 
specimen of a double— struck 1 787 M.1 2— Q with two overdates! The obverse is 
pretty nice too. 

Two overdates are listed in the RED BOOK, but the variety with the four 
dash marks is not listed. Neither is this important variety, the 1787 M.14-H. 
Next is the 1 788 M.2-D which has stars for design elements. This piece also 
has a rather interesting die break cud. 

Here is another major variety. It is listed in the RED BOOK, but some 
important information about it is not. This is the 1787 M.15-F with the letter 
'T' added to the word CONNEC. The coin is somewhat common - perhaps as 
many as 500 specimens known - but almost all the specimens have some kind of 
planchet or die defects. Most of the defects seem to always be around that 
important letter 'T' in the word CONNECT. This lovely specimen appeared in 
a Bowers & Ruddy auction in the late 1970’s. The RED BOOK value for a VF 
specimen was $250. I wanted the coin, so my mail bid was $300. Imagine my 
surprise when I was notified that I was the high bidder at only $150 - and there 
was no buyer's fee. Had the coin been in a Stack's auction in New York rather 
than a Bowers & Ruddy auction in California, I might not have gotten away so 
cheaply. As you can well imagine, there are more Colonial collectors in the East 
than in the West. 

There are all kinds of design elements on Connecticut coppers. This 1787 
M.1 7-g .3 is not a rare variety by any means, but it shows different kinds of 
punctuation and design elements on the obverse and reverse. Not shown is the 
holder which this coin came in. It was sold by the late St. Louis dealer 
Burdette Johnson - the envelope holder may be worth more than the coin! 

We have talked about the overdate blunders. Here are more variety errors. 
This coin has CONNEC spelled with an F instead of an E, Another or two 1 787 
variety has INDE spelled with an F instead of an E. 

Sometimes the die sinker used the correct punch, but the die deteriorated. 

In any event, the result is a mis-spelling. Here is E f LIR instead of ET LIB. 
This 1 787 variety got the 'L' knocked out of it. It is ET IIB instead of ET LIB. 

Obverse legend blunders are interesting too. Here AUCTORI is spelled 
with two I's and no T - AUCIORI. On another variety it is spelled with a B 
instead of R - AUCTOBI. 
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Next is the 1787 M.41 . This particular specimen is interesting for two 
reasons: first, AUCTORI is spelled with a P instead of an R - AUCTORI and 
second, notice that years ago a former owner of this coin did what many 
Connecticut copper collectors did - he wrote the Miller attribution numbers on 
the field of the coin in white ink. 

Similarly, the 1787 M.42-kk,2 shown here, has the AUCTOPI mis-spelling, 
but this variety also has a legend blunder on the reverse: ET LIB is spelled 
with two I's - ST IIB. 

I enjoy collecting error coins as well as Connecticuts , and I've been able to 
combine the pleasures of both. Here is another double-strike — the 1788 
M.1 6.3— N , which I think is kind of cute. This piece shows evidence of contact 
with another coin in the press - an indent from a previously-struck coin. 
Obviously, this coin was cut from the edge of the coinage strip. It also has the 
legend blunder of FNDE instead of INDE. 

A die break in a rather unfortunate position creates another variety which 
I usually refer to as the SNOT nose variety. 

And there are some interesting ovei — strikes in the Connecticut series. 

The New Jersey 1 787 Maris 56-n is rare when it is not found overstruck on 
another coin. The host coin is usually a Connecticut; in this example it is the 
1 788 Miller 1 5 . 1 -L. 

And this 1788 Miller 5-B.2 Connecticut is struck over a Nova Constellatio. 
You can see some of the Nova design elements rather clearly. 

This last slide has absolutely nothing to do with the Colonial Connecticut 
coppers. If you were not impressed with my coin slides, maybe you will be 
impressed by this because I once interviewed STAR TREK’s Spock, Leonard 
Nimoy. In any case, this is the end of my presentation. Thank you! 

************* 


AN EDITORIAL 

CONDITION-SUBLIME BECOMES RIDICULOUS 


Kenneth W. t uller 

Condition within reasonable limits is an important factor in aiding the 
attribution of coins and in measuring the pleasure which one gets from looking 
at them as well as in assigning a value to them. However, the rage over 
condition has reached a ridiculous state of late. 

When one finds six or seven grades between condition-60 and 70 for 
Uncirculated coins, one tends to ask, "How crazy can one get?" Does the value 
of a coin really vary from $200. to $800. over a 1 /64 inch flick on Miss Liberty’s 
ear? How many condition experts will agree as to whether a coin is a 63 or a 
63/65, or a 65 or 67? Who wants to gamble several hundred to several thousand 
dollars on judgments that are so individual or so subjective? Apparently a lot of 
collectors have so much money burning holes in their pockets that they do gamble 
or speculate on these minutiae. They carry their bags of gold, treading on a 
spider web stretched across the Grand Canyon. 

Is this numismatics? What has it to do with such fundamentals as die 
designs, die breaks, metals used, mint procedures, mintages, die progressions, 
the history or the pedigree of a coin? It tends to put money value and speculation 
all out of proportion to what our hobby is all about. 

************* 
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COIN COLLECTORS AND THE U.S. POSTAL SYSTEM 

John Morton 

Hello, EACers. I noticed some disparaging remarks about the U.S. Postal 
System in the last issue of PENNY-WISE . I work for the U.S.P.S. and will 
try to define the way for one to send items safely. I worked nights in a major 
post office and can say that the volume of mail handled is absolutely incredible - 
yet the mail moves on, regardless. A quick example is the post office serving 
John Wright in St. Joseph, Michigan. It had to close for 1 day last winter due 
to severe blizzard conditions, and that was the first time it svsr had to close. 

The pressure is on, all the time , to move the mail and to move it quickly. 

The types of mail of interest to EACers as coin collectors are as follows: 

1 . EXPRESS MAIL: provides over-night service to all listed areas from 

post office to addresses by 3 P.M. the next day, and from post office to post 
office by 10 A. M. the next day. Documents reconstruction is insurable up to 
$50,000. and merchandise is insurable up to $500. Up to 2 pounds in weight 
costs $10.75. Express Mail is a very secure way to send items quickly. 

2. REGISTERED MAIL: this is the most secure method. Registered mail is 
signed for and is under full control at all times. When you send a registered 
letter, you should declare its value and pay the small extra charge for insurance: 
value from 1 cent to $100. is 5 cents more, $100. to $500. is 1 0 cents more, etc., 
up to any value you wish. Registered mail is the safest way to ship coins. 

3. INSURED MAIL: this is treated as 1st class mail, and if the value is less 
than $25. it will not get a blue numbered label, only an oval-shaped stamp, and 
no signatures are required. Above $25., insured mail is treated as 1st class 
mail and is shipped with the normal 1st class mail. The receiving post office 
makes out a yellow slip and the piece must be signed for by the addressee or 
his agent. Insured mail is not under full control at all times. 

4. CERTIFIED MAIL: is handled the same as a 1 st class letter and only requires 
a signature at the time of delivery. A certified letter is not under full control at 
all times. Return receipts are available to prove that the item was delivered and 
signed for. Restrictive delivery is available to allow only the addressee or his 
designated agent to sign for the item. The agent's name must be in writing for 
purpose of record. 

Some of the problems encountered in the U.S.P.S. are: poorly wrapped 
parcels, boxes too weak to hold the weight of what's inside, wrong addresses, 
illegible writing, and wrong ZIP codes. Most all mail is sorted electronically 
by ZIP code, so if this is wrong to begin with, the letter or package will go 
astray. First class mail never stops being processed and moved, but 3rd and 
4th class mails have limits on them and theoretically could take 2 weeks to go a 
long distance. First class parcel handling is a little better too. If you want to 
send a parcel fast and safely, use 1st class. It costs only $2.40 to send up to 

2 pounds anywhere in the U.S. A. The other classes take longer en route, get 
rougher handling, but the cost is less. Parcels can be registered, insured, and 
have return receipt. 

Overall, the post office does a very credible job and I am proud to be a part 
of it. I had no idea of what was involved in 'the big picture' before I began 
working for the U.S.P.S. If you have any questions, write me. I will do my 
best to get you the correct answer. 
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Plan to attend the 3rd Annual 

GREATER CINCINNATI 
NUMISMATIC EXPOSITION 

September 13, 14, 15, 1985 
(10 am-7 pm Fri.-Sat.; 10-5 Sunday) 

DRAWBRIDGE INN & CONVENTION CENTER 

[A full-service 500-room facility with special $37/$47 
convention rates — (606) 341-2800] 

1-75 Exit #186, Ft. Mitchell, Ky. - near airport 

• Over 140 Tables and 300 Dealers 

• Auctions Friday & Saturday 7:30 pm to be held 
by Lockland Coins, Cincinnati 

• Saturday Programs will include: 

Jack Ehrmantraut — Investing in Rare Coins 
Bill Fivaz — Grading Selected 20th C. Issues 
John Hunter — Authentication Seminar 
Bern Nagengast — Proper Coin Storage 
Leroy Van Allen — Grading Silver Dollars r £ 

• Various Club Meetings will be announced < 

• Exhibits by Cincinnati Numismatic Association 


Paul Padget, Chairman 

2200 Victory Parkway Suite 501 
Cincinnati, OH 45206 (513) 861-5506 
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EARLY AMERICAN NUMISMATICS ’BUY OR BID’ SALE 

Dana Linett, president of Early American Numismatics of La Jolla, CA, 
recently announced that his firm had completed cataloguing a 'buy or bid' sale 
containing one of the most exhaustive groups of Colonial coins, medals, tokens, 
and currency to be offered since the Garrett and Roper sales. 

One of the most popular of all Colonial issues is the Sommer Islands 
(Bermuda) shilling. Included in the Early American Numismatics sale is a sharp 
piece described as ’EE for the coin'. 

The array of Massachusetts silver in the sale is most impressive. An 
extremely rare New England shilling, graded EF , is estimated to sell for close 
to $50,000. A Choice AU Willow Tree Shilling (the Noe plate coin) may be the 
finest known. One of only 12 known Willow T ree six pence is included; it is 
graded EF. Both the Oak Tree shilling (a splendid Unc. coin) and the Oak Tree 
six pence are the actual pieces illustrated in the RED BOOK. Closing out this 
memorable offering is an extensive run of Pine Tree coinage by type and variety. 
Both type and variety collectors should find at least one piece which they are 
currently seeking. 

The Early American Numismatics ’buy or bid' sale includes a complete set 
of the famous Lord Baltimore-Maryland coinage. The fourpence grades VF, the 
shilling is a full EF and the sixpence grades EF as well. Even the Garrett sale 
lacked such an in-depth selection. 

The popular Rosa Americana series is represented by an unusually large 
selection of high grade type examples. Particularly choice pieces include a 
MS 1 722 twopence and a similarly graded 1723 penny. The 1724 Rosa Sine Spina 
('rose without thorns') pattern is one of only 3 known, while a 1733 twopence trial 
striking in lead is believed to be unique. A similarly comprehensive offering of 
Hibernia coinage has been assembled by Linett. Of particular interest are 
superb proof examples of the 1 723 farthing and the 1 723 halfpenny. 

A 1737 Higley copper ('J CUT MY WAY THROUGH' variety) and a rare 1739 
lead an unprecedented group of 3 Higley pieces in the sale. A number of Unc. 
Nova Constellatios are also featured. A related piece of great rarity is the 1 786 
Nova, being one of only 5-6 known and possibly the finest available to collectors. 
A 1785 Immune Columbia/ Nova Constellatio with pointed rays in copper, grading 
a full F, is offered immediately afterwards. 

Facing a nice group of French Colonies are the unique 6 deniers (an EF coin 
which is ex Garrett: 1298) and a companion 1720 1/6 Ecu, also grading EF. 
Miscellaneous tokens of note include a choice Bar Cent, a pair of high grade 
thick planchet Mott Tokens, the superb proof Garrett specimen of the lovely 
copper Myddleton Token, one of the finest Northwest Tokens, a mint-red 1794 
Talbot, Allum and Lee token, an Unc. thick planchet undated (1664) London 
Elephant Token, possibly the finest known example of the ca. 1828 Plantation 
Token restrike, and a F example of the very rare New Yorke token. 

State coinage is one of the most popular areas among Colonial collectors and 
the sale features a number of important pieces for both the type and die variety 
collector. An awesome offering of Connecticuts is paced by a choice Unc. 1787 
Mailed Bust Left (Miller 6.1-M), a choice Unc. 1787 Draped Bust Left (Miller 
32-X.4), and a choice AU 1788 Mailed Bust Left (Miller 7-F.2), all of which are 
'finest known' coins. 

New York coinage of note includes a choice VF 1786 Non Vi Virtute Vici and 
a number of high grade Nova Eboracs. Six ex Garrett pieces lead a pack of New 
Jersey coppers, foremost of which is an Unc. 1786 Maris 1 5-J . 
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An enigmatic 1776 New Hampshire Pine Tree copper is included in the sale 
Linett feel that ’it is one of the finest currently available to collectors'. A 
mysterious and even rarer piece is a unique uniface 1 785 Vermont with only the 
reverse present. According to Linett, this piece may represent either a Mint 
error or atrial strike. 

Possibly the finest group of Fugio cents ever to be sold at auction is a high- 
light of the sale . Choice examples of every known type and die variety are 
offered to collectors. Included as well are a number of Unc. coins. 

Pacing a small but very select group of Washingtonia is a superb prooflike 
Unc. 1792 'Washington Born Virginia' (Baker-60) which is ex Garrett. Also 
graded superb Unc. by Linett are examples of the 1796 'Liberty and Security' 
(Bakei — 30) and the extremely rare 'Liberty and Security' with corded rim 
(Bake i — 30 a). 

Examples of the famous Getz half dollar in copper and silver and the finest 
known 1792 non-silver center cent represent just a few of the important early 
American issues in the sale. 

An important collection of large cents has been received by Early American 
Numismatics for its 'buy or bid' sale. Condition Census examples of the follow- 
ing varieties of 1794 have been catalogued: S— 21 , 23 , 32 , 38 , 55 , 63, and 69. 

The latter coin is the famous Lord St. Oswald coin which grades MS65 and is 
notable for having retained a considerable amount of its original color. 

An unusual selection of original newspapers relating to the Acts for 
establishing a Mint, postal service, and a copper coinage in 1792 are interesting 
peripheral items also found in the EAN sale. 

Copies of this very important catalogue can be obtained by sending $10. to 
Early American Numismatics, P.O. Box 2442, La Jolla, CA, 92038. The $10. 
fee will entitle the subscriber to receive a full year of Early American 
Numismatics publications as well. The firm can be reached at (619) 273-3565. 

************* 

(Editor's note: Please note the change of address for Early American 

Numismatics. Dana Linett, the president of EAN, notifies us that the firm has 
moved from Ansonia, Connecticut and is now permanently located in La Jolla, CA.) 

************* 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6. each 

Jeweler's tissus 4x4 inch Box of 1 ,000 sheets $6. 250 sheets $2. 

Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $2.50 

Wooden stick Q— tips $4.00 per 500 $7.50 per 1 ,000 

Care - coin conditioner 2 oz. bottle $1 .90 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. 3x3 coin envelopes colors WHITE or GRAY 
Box of 500 $7.40 Specify color desired. Send SASE for sample. 

Sulfur ointment 10% 1+oz. jar $2.00 

Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1793-1814 

(from P-W 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring) 33 pgs. $2.65 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816-35 27 pgs. $2.45 

Add $1 .65 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 
************* 
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DISCOVERY OF A NEW 1802 NCI 
Joseph H. Rose 

Recently, while rummaging through a beat-up old cigar box filled with junk 
coins which was part of an estate we bought at Marmer Rooke Galleries, I found 
a somewhat care— worn 1802 large cent. 

Since I never let a large cent go through without putting a number on it, I 
got to work on this piece . The only peg which I could hang on it was NCI , but it 
had no obverse die crack. 

Just to make sure, I put the coin away and started all over again the next 
morning. Again, the attribution was just the same: 1802 NCI , no die crack. 

Now I was beginning to get a little excited. 

As luck would have it, just at that moment in walked Denis Loring. I'm 
always glad to see Denis, but at that point I was ovei — joyed! With some 
trepidation, I showed him my 'find' and, wonder of wonders! I had gotten it 
right. 

Denis agreed with my attribution, so I guess that we can announce the 
discovery of one more 1 802 NCI . Strangely, I have only a few other NC s in 
my collection, but one of them is an 1802 NCI with the die crack. 

All of this goes to prove that you should never downgrade a beat-up old 
cigar box filled with junk coins, and especially a beat-up old large cent! 

(EAGer Joe Rose is a long-time member and a frequent contributor of unusual 
finds to P-W. He has been the president of Harmer Rooke Galleries since 1971 .) 

************* 

HELP WANTED RE: DOUBLE PROFILE COINS 

As a collector and student of large cents for the past several years, I ve come 
to the conclusion that some research work is needed regarding early large cent 
coins with double profiled. Inasmuch as Newcomb saw the need to include the 
double profile coins in his work but Sheldon did not, I am. calling upon all EACers 
to help me in correcting this omission. If any members have, or know of, 
Sheldon varieties with double profiles, would you please contact me and supply 
me with the Sheldon number and condition? All responses will be kept strictly 
confidential, but final results will be submitted to PENNY-WISE for publication. 

Thank you for your assistance in this project of mine. A double profile 
S-250 was the first large cent in my collection and was the basis for my interest 
in large cents today. However, I have been unable to find any published works 
regarding such coins, so I have decided to do my own research. Hopefully, it 
will turn out to be worthwhile for all interested students of large cents. 

Robert C. O'Connor, EAC 1713 
P . O . Box 585 
Dunsmuir, CA 96025 

************* 
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RE: "I BEG TO DIFFER" 


A REPLY 


John J. Nicholas, Jr. 

I was surprised by Mr. Punchard's article, "I Beg To Differ", which 
appeared in the May P-W. The purpose of my original article on pricing 
middle date Newcomb varieties was to bring some 'method to our madness' - 
cent madness, that is. It was presented in a scholarly vein, much as Dr. 
Sheldon's early date efforts, to relate price to rarity and grade. Also the 
method which I employed pointed towards a more scientific basis for sub- 
rarity ranges. The method also may be useful in eventually pinpointing the 
rarity of various varieties in ranges where counts most likely will never be 
complete or even attempted, i.e. R1 through R4+. 

There will always be differences in grading between men of good will, as 
well as perceptions of current common-variety grade values or rarity 
estimates. Thus, there will always be differences in perceived values. But 
aren't we all interested in the same thing - knowledge? - knowledge of rarity, 
of grade, of value? Wasn't this behind Dr. Sheldon's presentation of his now- 
famous 1 to 70 scale? PENNY-WISE is meant to be a scholarly forum where 
research or theories can be discussed intelligently. 

I am sorry, and I apologize, if Mr. Punchard felt that he was singled out 
as some over-paying exception to the rule. Quite the contrary, my comment 
of 'a knockout punch' was salutary for 'going for it* and it was meant as a 
friendly fraternal pun. The Starr sale was fun, and it seemed that many left 
the sale satisfied - and that was the spirit in which my comments were written. 

Now I would like to again present my calculations of the examples cited by 
Mr. Punchard. Although I am generally in agreement with Mr. Punchard's 
grades, somehow my rarity ratings must differ. Also, I must point out that 
my grades are as I saw them in the flips. When I took out my purchases and 
brushed them, some were indeed better than graded. Thus, the grades which 
I list in the following table were those as seen at the sale and were the basis 
for pre-sale pricing. Since some of the pieces brushed up nicely, there must 
be a lot of happy new owners. 

The comparison which follows utilized bid prices without the buyer's 
commission: 


Lot No. 

Variety 

Rarity 

Grade 


My estimate 

Bid 




D.P. 

(JJN) 



71 

1 6N3 

R5 

63 

(60) 

$2,800. 

$2,400. 

80 

1 7N2 

R4- 

55 


750. 

325. 

82 

1 7N3l£ 

R1 

63 


650. 

450. 

83 

1 7N4 

R4- 

60 

(55) 

750. 

750. 

84 

1 7N5 

R4- 

60 

(55) 

750. 

600. 

89 

1 7N9l£ 

R3'4 

60 


600. 

800. 

90 

1 7N10 

R3- 

60 


800. 

850. 

91 

1 7N1 1 

R3- 

63 


975. 

1 ,050. 

95 

1 7N1 5 

R4- 

50 


525. 

525. 

97 

1 7N1 6 

R1 

35 


200. 

0) 

01 

• 
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99 

18N1 

R3- 

63 


$975. 

$1 ,000. 

108 

1 8N8 

N3- 

60 

(55+) 

375. 

320. 

120 

1 9N9 

R1 

65 

(60) 

400. 

360. 

123 

1 9N1 0 

R3- 

60 


600. 

600. 

124 

20N1 

R1 

55 


250. 

450. 

126 

20N3 

R1 

63 


650. 

1 ,250. 

134 

20N1 1 

R5 

63 

(60+) 

600. 

575. 

136 

20N1 2 

R2- 

63 


812. 

950. 

140 

20N13 

R1 

65 


1 ,500. 

850. 

145 

22N1 

R3+ 

65 

(63) 

1 , 625 . 

1 ,600. 

147 

22N2 

R3 

65 

(60) 

800. 

700. 

159 

22N12 

R4- 

63 

(60) 

1 ,200. 

950. 

1 66 

24N1 

R2 

65 


GFF distorts market 

1 67 

24N2 

R1 

65 


GFF 

distorts market 

1 69 

24N4 

R1 

65 


GFF distorts market 

200 

27N9 

R3 

63 

(60) 

800. 

650. 

204 

27N12 

R7- 

45 

(30) 

2,500. 

2,600. 


As I previously mentioned, my grades were as seen in the flips. Lots 134 
and 200, which I purchased, did indeed 'brush up' to 63 as graded by Mr. 
Punchard. Maybe some of the others would also; but a buyer can only tell by the 
way they look on sale day in the flips, unless he was lucky enough to see the coins 
before they went into the flips. Please note that lot 204 was listed by John Wright 
on page 101 of the last issue of P-W as VF30 for the Condition Census. 

Overall, then, I still feel that my research has produced a method which 
generally is on target and certainly is better than any other existing method yet 
proposed. Helpful comments on refinements to the model would be greatly 
appreciated. 

************* 


PENNY PERSONALS 

EACer Harold M. Hess, in a letter to the Editor, reported that he had closed 
out his coin business because of a sudden tragic event in his family. Speaking for 
all EACers, P-W extends deepest condolences to Harold in this moment of his 
sorrow . 

************* 


EAJ is most happy to have Robert F. Lomprey, Jr. of Neenah, Wisconsin as 
new member #2330. With the signing up of Bob, Jr. , we now have three 
generations of Lompreys as members: Bob, Sr. #1845, his son. Bob Jr. #2330, 

and grandson Jeff #1035. Bob Sr. is as enthusiastic a member as we have and 
he has done a lot to promote EAC . Bob Sr. presents the kind of image which 
helpes make the organization one that the rest of us can be proud that we belong 


to it. 


************* 


The following EACers are candidates for election to the Board of Governors 


of the ANA; 


Seat 5 Bill Fivaz 

6 Donn Pearl man 

7 Tom DeLorey 


We hope that you will consider their candidacy in terms of their interest in EAC 
when you cast your vote . 
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DO YOU HAVE ANY LARGE CENTS? 

Ron Janowsky 

There is one coin show a year in our town and that happens in early Spring. 
This show gives me a chance to see some new copper without having to travel 
to another city. I usually make a list in advance of a few half cent and large 
cent varieties that I especially want, and I consider the show a success if I 
find one or two of them. Most of the time the coins that I list are just major 
varieties or updates in higher condition of specific dates I already have. 

My list in March of this year was rather short, and I turned up nothing at 
the show. Thus, I had plenty of time to just look around and see what would 

turn up a half cent here and a few large cents there, but nothing special. 

Yet you have to buy something when you go to a show! 

At one table where I stopped, the only coppers showing were Lincoln cents. 
I asked the dealer if he had any large cents. He said that he had one, but it 
'wasn’t very good’. I asked to see the coin; and after digging around, he 
produced a low-grade Fillet cent dated 1 801 which was G at most. I first 
checked LIBERTY and then looked again much closer. LIBERTY appeared to 
be too far to the right. Next, I checked the reverse and found it to be normal - 
not the three errors. This had to be the S-21 7! 

My copy of PENNY WHIMSY was 50 yards away, on the front seat of my 
car. Nice going! By now, the dealer said something about getting out of this 
coin what he had invested in it. I wasn't excited yet, as I wasn’t positively 
sure that I had a 'goodie'; but the coin was worth the price of a haircut to take 
a chance . I paid for the coin and went on my way, slowly, calmly, to the 
front door. First, I had to clear myself with the front table as I had won a 
door prize earlier and I didn't have my admission stub any more. 

I went out to my car and opened up PENNY WHIMSY to the 1801 plates. 
Carefully, I compared my coin with each variety. Yes, I had done it! It was 
a S-21 7! That's when I noticed that my hands were shaking and that I was 
sweating and needed some fresh air. In fact, I was almost numb, so I just sat 
for a while and enjoyed the whole thing. This was my first experience at 
cherrypicking a rare variety. Finally, I calmed down enough physically and 
mentally to go back into the show and finish looking around. However, when 
I started looking at more large cents, I found that my brain wouldn't cooperate. 
I couldn't think or concentrate on anything - I was off into another world! I 
left the show and headed home. I was really excited! 

My wife knew that I had found 'some coin' with which I was pleased, but 
she really didn't understand the fullness of my find. After an hour or so, I 
called my friend Tom Reynolds to share my experience and excitement. Tom 
responded in true form, offering the congratulations for which I was looking; 
and then we discussed the S-21 7 for a while. Each of us still had it listed as 
an R7. (Later, in letters from Del Bland and Denis Loring, I learned that the 
coin is now an R6+ inasmuch as a few more have turned up.) 

It's hard to believe that one large cent can so destroy a person both 
physically and mentally for a period of time, but it's true. For those of you 
who have had this experience, you know what I mean — no explanation is 
necessary. For those who haven't, just keep looking - you’ll know when it 
happens . 
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I was just plain lucky! I was in the right place at the right time, and I 
remembered the right things. However, the many hours which I had spent in 
the past looking at the Sheldon plates, the plates in auction catalogues, and 
reading the descriptions of the various varieties had laid down the foundation 
for recognizing a variety which I had never seen 'in the copper'. It paid off- 

I don't know if I'll ever cherrypick another 'goodie' again, but I do know that 
this experience was one of my most exciting in my years of large cent collecting. 

I'll never forget it. This is, to me, what large cent collecting is all about. It's 
not just 'owning coins'. That simple question, "Do you have any large cents? 
can produce some real excitement! 

************* 

GRADING vs PRICE 
Charles Barasch 

In reading over PENNY-WISE for May, I was struck by the number of articles 
concerning grading and valuation of coins. Although I understand the desire to 
determine as precisely as possible the grade of a coin, a grade gives only an 
incomplete idea of what a coin actually looks like and what the coin is worth. 
Therefore, I don't think that it is possible, at least for copper coins, to come up 
with a scale relating value to grade. The only way to determine the value of a 
copper coin is to look at it. 

To test this feeling, I looked over the Prices Realized at this year's EAC 
sale. This sale is one in which each coin is given a 'net' grade by one and the 
same cataloguer. If there were a precise relationship between grade and price, 
then two coins of the same variety and of the same grade should fetch the same 
price, or nearly so. In the sale, I found 14 instances in which there were 2 
coins of the same variety at the same grade. In only 1 of these cases did the 2 
coins bring the same price. In the other 13 cases, the average difference in 
price was 45 per cent. (I did not count cases where differences in die state might 
have led to price differences.) 

I suppose that it is possible with coins such as silver dollars to link a 
precise grade with some precise price, although overall eye appeal even with silver 
dollars is important enough to keep any system from being perfect. But with 
copper coins, such a system seems to me to be impossible. I would not want to 
try to quantify grade any further than Sheldon has done already, let alone a grade- 
value relationship - there are simply too many variables affecting overall eye 
appeal and desirability. 

AH of this is not to say that there is no relationship between grade and value. 
Obviously there is, and references ranging from the RED BOOK to the GREY 
SHEET to COPPER QUOTES BY ROBINSON do help to establish general 
relationships between grade and value. But attempting to come up with anything 
precise probably can't be done. 

************* 

Even the best families have some sap. 

THE RAT FINK 


s|e************ 
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In submitting the following article to PENNY-WISE, EACer John F. Brady 
(EA3 No. 189) wrote as follows from his room at the Z ah ret Alshark Hotel in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia: "I guess that I get motivated to write for publication 

whenever I travel to Saudi Arabia! The first and only time that I ever wrote an 
article before, I wrote it in the air terminal building at New York's Kennedy 
Airport while en route here from my home in Pennsylvania. The article was 
published in P-W 1 01 . I had a few pleasant experiences and made some interest- 
ing purchases during my recent 8 months in the U.S. and I would like to comment 
on them here for publication in your next issue." 

RECENT PURCHASES AND EXPERIENCES 
John F. Brady 

After my return to the U.S. from Saudi Arabia in September, 1984, I had the 
opportunity to get 'plugged in' again to the collecting game. Here are some 
highlights: 

- attended a convention near Washington, D.C. with Darwin Palmer. Took 
my collection to show him and to discuss a swap of my S-52 FI 2 for his 1 794 
Head of '93. Had a very pleasant stay at his home. I visited briefly with his 
studious wife and son in Bel Air. Didn't find anything at the show. It was a 
very cold weekend - my blood is still thinned from this hot climate, I do believe. 

- checked over my 1803's and especially noted that really nice SD/SF which 
Albert Donn brought with him when he visited us here several years ago. Now I 
need that tough S-264 to complete the major varieties of 1 803. Does anyone have 
for sale a decent no-problem piece for sale? If so, please contact Evan Zlock, 

1 29 N . State Street, Newtown, PA 1 8940, telephone No. (21 5) 868-7650, who 
can purchase on my behalf. 

- purchased a decent 1801 S-224 in F for $100. Somewhat porous but with 

a perfect rim and surfaces. A young dealer was selling off his personal type set. 

- purchased an 1834 double profile in XF/AU 50-55 for $100. 

- purchased an 1 81 7 full brockage from Byron Hoke. An interesting piece. 
This is the sort of stuff that seems more appealing to me than chasing Sheldon 
numbers, counterstamps, and pronounced die states (cuds). I own a 1797 S-140 
in a very late die state. Even though it is only Good, it appears that the 97 was 
originally very weak as both digits are completely missing now. Also purchased 
from Evan Zlock a 1 795 L.E. with a very heavy obverse die sinking (I think). 

- purchased a lovely black 1801 from Evan Zlock. Is 1801 a tough date? 

In over 20 years of casual collecting, I have seen only two 'nice' ones that I had 
money- in-pocket to buy. Both were purchased recently. 

- I'm afraid that my tastes in large cents will soon truly outstrip my 
pocketbook. So, on into foreign copper (second only to collecting Sheldon). 

I still own a monster-sized Swedish 2 ore of 1 546 which I acquired from Albert 
Donn many years ago, Russian 10 kopek pieces, etc. I really like large-field 
foreign coins and tokens. However, these are elusive and expensive also. 

- it's been much fun of late in pursuit of all these things. I just hope that 
the money holds out! 
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FROM ONE BEGINNER EUREKA! 

Bob Lomprey 

EAC '85 has come and gone. Much has been written of it; but, for the 
casual reader, much will be forgotten. However, any of those who attended 
the show will relive those days again and again, recalling the many pleasant 
hours and the wonderful new friends they had made. 

Walking around the bourse and seeing all those beauties on the tables made 
me feel like a kid in a candy store, clutching a penny in his hand and drooling 
over the goodies. The goodies which I would have liked for my collection were 
too many for my penny, and I too drooled. It's a good thing that the aisles were 
wide or there would have been a lot of wet Miss Liberties. 

At EAC '85, I was surprised to hear from many EACers that they had read 
my article in P-W of January, 1984; and they also knew of my quest for the 
1853 N— 31 . While I was talking with Bob Vail, the variety was mentioned and 
Bob told me that he had an 1853 N-31 among his belongings back in California. 
He said that he would have it attributed by Bob Prellman; and if Bob Prellman 
confirmed that it was an N-31 , he would be willing to sell the coin to me. Two 
weeks later. Bob Vail's letter arrived and he said that the coin was the N-31 
and that it graded VF20. The asking price which he quoted for the coin 
sounded fair to me, so I sent out my check post-haste and the count-down began. 

Within a week, the coin was in my hands. Although Bob had graded it 
accurately as a VF20, the piece looked like a MS70 to my eyes. I selected at 
random from my collection one of my 1853 N— 5's, for I figured if an error in 
attribution had been made, that the 1853 N-5 or a N-3 would be the most likely 
possibilities with which a N-31 might be confused. Bob Prellman had made 
illustrated notations regarding the Vail coin, and Bob Vail had sent these 
along with the coin. I placed the ex Vail coin and my N-5 side-by-side under 
10X on my stereomicroscope and I began a point-by-point observation of both. 
Both coins agreed on every salient point! ! Surprise! ! ! I now owned TWO 
1853 N-31 's! But wait a minute - examination of my four other N-5's was 
called for. Not one of them had the necessary diagnostic points of a N-31 - 
all four were N-5's. 

I learned a valuable lesson here. My notes showed that my original N-31 
had been purchased unattributed in March, 1984 from a mail bid sale. The coin 
had been listed in the advertisement as 1853 XF . Because I had received many 
duplicates in the past by 'bidding blind' for the coin, I had made a ridiculously 
low offer in my bid, and it turned out that my bid was successful. When I 
received the copper, I committed an unforgiveable EAC sin by not making a 
positive attribution of it. My head hangs in shame. It seems that half the 
membership had been keeping their eyes open for an N-31 for me, although I 
already owned a N-31 . To you gentlemen who were trying to help me, I offer 
my deepest apologies. Truly Lady Luck had guided my hand when I chose that 
particular coin from the four others, all of which were correctly attributed as 
fsj_ 5 1 Were it not for Bob Vail, my original N-31 undoubtedly would still be 
reposing in its container as a truly unknown soldier. 

Before closing, I would like to add a few unrelated comments. If you, the 
tyro, have never written an article for P-W, even a letter to the Editor, 
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because you thought "who will ever read my feeble attempt?", erase it from your 
mind. P-W is avidly read from cover-to-cover by many. Input to our fine 
publication is what keeps it going and growing, not just with articles by a John D. 
Wright or others of his stature, but from us ’little guys’ as well. 

My sermon nears an end, but like any long-winded preacher, there is yet one 
more thought. If you plan to attend a future EAC convention, first target your 
goals and set your sights. Then obtain an 8x10 inch white card and print your 
membership number on one side. Attach several heavy lead weights to the bottom 
of the card. While seated, hold this card chest-high and drop it. If it drops 
slowly, then more weights are needed. Do this again and again until you become 
adept at it, and the card falls swiftly. If Denis Loring is the auctioneer, you will 
need all the practice you can get. In the EA3 ’85 sale, I started lowering my 
card when the bidding on lot 307 reached $225. , but before I could get the card 
and my hand back down to my lap, I found that I had bought a 'Randall Hoard coin 
for $275. Oh well, I wanted one anyway. 

Amen . 

************* 

CHERRYPICKING AT ONE'S LOCAL COIN SHOP 

John C. Hoyle r 

One thing I think that most EACers are guilty of is ignoring their local coin 
shop. After all, when you live in the same city and have seen this dealer's wares 
over and over again, you really cease to look carefully &t what he has to offer. 

I guess that I am lucky to have my own local dealer. Every time that he gets 
in some new Draped Bust large cents, he always calls me on the telephone. Now, 
that is real service! 

On a recent occasion in May of this year, I got a call from him and arranged 
to stop in the next day to look at his new purchases. When I arrived, he showed 
me 3 Draped Bust coins, as follows: The first coin was a 1797 S-1 20b in VG10. 
The gripped edge was a dead give-away on this variety. The second coin was a 
S-224 in G5 which I passed on as I already have two which grade higher. The 
third coin was a nice 1800 in FI 2. As usual, I had forgotten to bring along my 
attributing guide or PENNY WHIMSY. So here I am, looking at another 1800 and 
I have no idea whether or not I need it for my collection. But wait a minute! A 
closer look, and I see a tail emerging from the first 0 in the date. That would 
make it the S-1 97, the Q variety, and I need it. After a little dickering on 
price, I go home with my S-1 20b and the S-1 97 . 

The same night, Mike Schmidt came over as usual for some ’cent talk'. He 
confirmed my attribution of the S-1 20b but said that something was wrong with 
my attribution of the S-1 97 Q-variety. His attributing guide kept coming up with 
S— 21 2, a R3+ coin, instead of the R1 S-1 97. Finally, we got out PENNY 
WHIMSY and discovered that Mike was right - instead of having the S-1 97, I did 
have the S-21 2 which Dr. Sheldon noted is often confused with the S-197. 
Sometimes the sun even shines on us cent collectors. 

So remember, check out your local coin dealer. He can be an easily— tapped 
gold mine for adding to your collection. 

************* 
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EACer CELEBRATED NATIONAL COIN WEEK 
Michael Whelan 

This year for National Coin Week, I was given a table at 2 of our local 
coins shows. I set up displays on April 7 and April 21 ; and in keeping with 
this year’s theme, "Numismatics: Open the Door with Books", I displayed 
many of the books in my personal collection. Included in the display were my 
copies of EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS ANTHOLOGY by Sanford Durst and 
UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 1793-1857 by Warren A. Lapp and Herb 
Silberman . 

Many people stopped at my table to see the display and to pick up member- 
ship applications and other literature which I had available for them. Some of 
the dealers came over to my table also to see the display, and I gave them 
applications and other forms which they needed. 

In addition, I made a Search-Word Puzzle to give out to anyone who stopped 
at my table. Using this year's theme again, I included in the puzzle many of the 
books, periodicals, and publications that are used by collectors and dealers 
almost every day. 

I also donated a Philatelic Numismatic Cover (PNC) at each show to be 
given out as a door prize . 

My sincere thanks and appreciation go to Victor Nicotra, Jim Scott, and 
Edmund Wlodarski, chairmen of the shows, for giving me a table to promote 
National Coin Week. 

************* 



New membership cards will be produced in the next couple of months. 
They will be of plastic credit card style and brown color with gold printing. 

NOTE : The name on your card will be embossed exactly as it appears on 

your mailing label. If you wish to make a correction or change the format of 
your name, you must send me the name correction by 20 August 1985. Since 
these cards are fairly expensive, there will be no free remake of cards for 
members who do not respond with their corrections by the above date. 

Send corrections to: Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 
4521 5 . 

************* 
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IN DEFENSE OF THE SMALL COIN SHOW - REMEMBRANCES 


Peter Boisvert 

The true copperphile knows no real bounds. He tried to leave no stone (or 
2x2) unturned in his quest for coppers. I am blessed by living in an area of the 
country which enjoys quite a few coin shows during any given month. Of course, 
not all of these shows boast of over 50 dealers in attendance; some not even 10. 
Ah, but faint heart never claimed fair lady or - for that matter - rare copper. 

It is a very nice late fall day, this Sunday. We're on our way to a show in 
Auburn, Massachusetts. Bruce and I are not expecting too much. This show 
does not have that 'must see’ reputation, much to the chagrin of the (at most) 

1 2 dealers who have set up. And wouldn’t you know it, just to the left as we 
walk in is a familiar copper- interested dealer who is already hard to work. We 
look at each other and shrug. There doesn't seem to be too much of interest. 
Remembering Wallace Stevens' immortal words, ". . . . let be be the finale of 
seem. . . .", I begin to make my rounds.* 

A fairly nice END OF PAINE token, I spy and buy, figuring that I might as 
well pick something up. I never go to any show without schlepping my battered 
portmanteau which contains 25 pounds of reference books. Besides strengthening 
my biceps, the books, needless to say, come in handy to check the copper which 
is begging to be attributed. The END OF PAINE token man also had several 
Vermonts, and would I be interested in looking at them? One was a Ryder-10 
with full legends and date but on the smallest Vermont planchet possible. The 
other was a Rydei — 36, an overall G. For good measure, I asked him to include 
a Hard Times token Low-54 in XF-AU and to make a package-deal of the three. 

I bought the coins rather than have a decent steak for dinner that night. 

Another Sunday and it was the first nice Spring day of the year. I find 
myself that day at a self- admittedly dead North Reading, Massachusetts coin, 
tamp, and collectibles (1) show. Seven dealers who couldn't find anything 
better to do are enjoying the quiet, peace, and solitude. Never one to go away 
empty-handed whenever possible, I search through a box of what the dealer terms 
as 'junk' large cents. An 1836 N-4 in VF I purchase, then ask if he has any 
other stuff to see (I have learned to always ask), and he did. Thus, I was able 
to buy my first 1824 N-5 and an 1830 N-6 in XF (for the coin), problem-free 
except for only very light porosity. 

I can only say that there still are some nice coins out there - just ask the 
guy who recently found a S-21 7 at a small show in Utica, N.Y . Or you may ask 
me about the S-125, F-VF brown and problem-free, which I bought attributed 
at a Holiday Inn show in Dedham, Massachusetts a few years back - for 'type- 
money, no less. And there were only 4 dealers in attendance. Honest! 

*The quotation is taken from a poem, "The Emperor of Ice Cream". Pete goes 
on to say that "Stevens is not the most lucid of poets, and I have taken this line 
to loosely mean that there is always something other than what seems to be." 

*^*********** 
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QUIZ ON DRAPED BUST LARGE CENTS 
John C. Hoyle r 

1 . You have found a very low-grade Draped Bust cent on which you see 
only this at the date: 17 9. The last numeral of the date is missing. That 

part of the date which you see seems to slant to the right. On the reverse side, 
the right branch terminates in a double leaf. What variety are you looking at? 

2. You have a 1797 Draped Bust large cent which has the 7 embedded in the 
drapery. On the reverse, you notice that the wreath is stemless. What 
variety have you found? 

3. You have a low-grade cent which has the numeral 0 in the date almost 
directly opposite the O of OF on the reverse. What variety is this? 

4. What is the second rarest 1807 variety? 

5. You have a Draped Bust cent with a die crack running 2 mm. into the 
field from a denticle on the rim opposite the throat. What is the date and the 
variety? 

6. You have a Draped Bust cent of 1805 in F. You notice that the 5 in 
the date seems to have been re-cut. You probably have what variety? 

7. You are looking at the reverse of an 1803 cent. The fraction bar is 
long, tilted upwards, and skewed to the right. Which two varieties might you 
have? 

8. You have an 1 803 cent with the fraction bar too far to the right. Which 
reverse die are you looking at? 

9. The 1802 cent you have has a stemless wreath with a double fraction 
bar. What is the designation for this reverse die? What is the variety? 

10. You have an 1 800 cent where the IB of LIBERTY is very close and leans 
right. What obverse die are you looking at? What variety? 

BONUS: You have a 1 797 cent on which you see the following: 

Obv. Point of curl at right upright of B 

Highest wave of hair is left of upright of R 
Rev. Leaf at D of UNITED is between inner and outer curve of D 
Center leaf at O of OF is inside inner and outer curve of D 
Name the variety. 

The questions count 10 points each. Bonus question counts 25 points. 
Perfect paper is 125 points. See how you do. Please send your answers to 

John C. Hoyler 
4005 Small Boat Court 
Louisville, KY 40229 

Answers and results of quiz will appear in the September issue of P-W. 


************* 
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IMPORTANT 

EARLY AMERICAN COINAGE 

Early American Numismatics “Buy or Bid” Sale #2 contains: 

— Over 50 lots from the famous Garrett Sales 
— Dozens of “finest known” examples from all series 
— Important “Act Establishing Re Mint” Newspaper from 1792 
— A Collection & Large Cents including: 

— Sheldon-21, About 
Uncirculated-50 

— Sheldon-23, Very Fine-30 
— Sheldon-24, Mint State-65 
— Sheldon-38, Very Fine-35 

— Sheldon-63, About 
Uncirculated- 5 5 

— Sheldon-69, Mint State-65 
(ex: St. Oswald) 

— Sheldon- 166, Mint State-60 
— Sheldon- 189, Very Fine-25 

— Sheldon-247, About 
Uncirculated-55 

— 1 792 Non Silver Cent, 

Choice Very Fine 

— Historic Collections of Connecticut, New 
Jersey and Vermont Cents 

— An extensive run of Fugios 

And More. . . 

Early American Numismatics “Buy or Bid” Sale #2 

is destined to become a major collectors 
item and research tool. To obtain your 
copy send $10.00 to: 

EARL Y AMERICAN NUMISMA TICS 
619-273-3566 

P.O. Box 2442 , La Jolla , CA 92038 




Aj, 




- 208 - 



A Sale Of 

Historic Proportions 

2 Lois of Sommers Island 
30 Lots of Massachusetts Silver 

5 Lots of Lord Baltimore Silver 
23 Lots of Rosa Americanas 

32 Lots of Hibemias 
12 Lots of Virginias 

3 Lots of Higleys 
10 Lots of Voce Populis 

5 Lots of Rhode Island Medals 

4 Lots of Chalmers 
22 Lots of French Colonies 
12 Lots of Nova Constellatios 
20 Lots of Massachusetts Coppers 
62 Lots of Connecticuts 
47 Lots of New Jerseys 

33 Lots of Vermonts 
22 Lots of Post Confederation 

Private Tokens 

2 Lots of Original 
Castorland Medals 

35 Lots of Washingtons 
2 Lots of Getz Half Dollars 
52 LotsofFugios 
2 Lots of Pre Mint Patterns 

10 Lots of Condition Census 
Early Large Cents 

And More 

Early American Numismatics “Buy or Bid” Sale #2 

is destined to become a major collectors 
v item and research tool. To obtain your 
\ copy send $10.00 to 

American Numismatics, 






HALF CENTS FROM PENNY-WISE 


Mike Packard 


The EAC Covention for 1 985 is over now, and about 250 members and 
guests by this time have planted their feet solidly back on earth again. Most, 
(all, I hope) have fond memories of friendships made and/or renewed, new facts 
and histories learned, and choice coppers seen, held, and if lucky, purchased. 
Many, no dottot, also have some not-so-fond memories of the ones that got away. 
Few of us have deep pockets, and even fewer are fortunate enough to be at the 
head of the line when new or choice material is put up for sale. Still, the EAC 
Convention offers us the opportunity to see and study coppers which few of us can 
see elsewhere. 

I got to thinking, recently, about those EAC members who did not attend this 
year's convention. What opportunities do they have for acquiring our beloved 
coppers? Sure, they can purchase from local dealers and fellow collectors, or 
from shows which might frequent their area. They also have another source - 
PENNY-WISE. I happen to collect the little half sisters (the perfect coppers), 
so I decided to look through all 6 issues of P-W for 1984 to see what kind of a 
half cent collection I could put together if I started from scratch and only 
purchased coins offered in P-W. I could have done quite well. 

Roger Cohen lists 88 major varieties of circulation-strike half cents and 11 
stb-varieties (9 edge letter variations and 2 planchet-thickness variations). 
Dealers' advertisements and the Swaps & Sales sections of Volume 1 8 of P-W 
contained offers to sell 61 of the 88 major varieties but not one of the 1 1 sub- 
varieties. Each year was represented at least once except for 1810 and 1857. 
What surprised me was that all 4 varieties of 1 793, both varieties of 1 796, and 
2 specimens of 1831 were offered in P-W in 1984. I could have done very well 
for myself if my pockets had been deep enough. 

Next, I decided that since I was a member of EAC and eligible to bid in the 
EAC sale, I should include its half cent offerings in my exercise. By doing this, 

I was able to flesh out my hypothetical collection considerably. I added both the 
1810 and 1857, 11 additional major varieties, and 2 sub-varieties. Unfortunately 
I was not able to add any proofs since none were offered in the EAC Sale. (An 
1831 restrike proof was offered in the Swaps & Sales, however.) In summary, 
there were 76 of Cohen’s 99 varieties available for purchase through P-W in 1984 
The circulation-strike varieties which were not offered were: 


R8 

1794: 

3b, 

5b, and 6b . 


R7 

1 794: 

4b; 

1 797: 

3a; 1804: 

R6 

1794: 

1 b. 

2a, 6a. 

1 795: 

2b 

R5 

1 794: 

3a, 

7, 8. 

1 795: 

3. 

R4 

1 794: 

5a. 




R3 

1 795: 

2a. 

1809: 

: 2. 



2; and 1 808: 1 . 

,6b. 1802: 1. 1805: 2. 1806: 3. 

1804: 7. 


The point of this article is this: if you are looking for a particular half cent 
(or other early American copper), check the Swaps & Sales. The coin might be 
advertised for sale there . If you don't see what you are looking for, place a want 
ad there. Another member might have just what you are looking for and a 
willingness to sell it. But he needs to know who you are, so he can make contact 
with you. If you have duplicates for sale, try Swaps & Sales. The first 12 lines 
are free, and you can name your own price for your coins. 
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SOME COIN SHOW EXPERIENCES 
William L. Weeks 

I have been active in numismatics since my last article appeared in P-W, 
having attended two coin shows and established myself as a coin dealer on a 
small scale. In my opinion, attending a coin show as a customer is much more 
fun than going there as a dealer; but every collector should buy a table at a 
small show at least once. The perspective is very different. At one of the 
shows, I was the bourse chairman. This is also a sobering experience for the 
uninitiated. Lastly, I went to a stamp show which had been advertised as a coin 
and stamp show. 

For those of you who do not know me, I live in a small town in central 
Georgia; and I frequently ride a Honda 450 motorcycle to coin shows within a 
300 mile radius. I attend shows in Tennessee, Alabama, South Carolina, and 
North Florida. I mainly collect large cents and half cents, but my collection 
also includes some early American and Spanish Colonial coins. Recently, I 
added a French Colonial from the early Western colonies. I am a history buff, 
and I am motivated by the things I read. For example, I read about the early 
Spanish history, and this led to collecting coins of that era. In another vein, 

I read some books about African history; and, as a result, I put together a 
collection of coins from every country in Africa which issues them. Perhaps 
I am 'nuts', but I'm having fun. 

I have been the butt of a lot of jokes for riding 300 miles on a motorcycle 
to a 3-day coin show which, in reality, was a stamp show, but the ride was 
beautiful. I left home before daylight at approximately 6 A.M. and rode 
through the downtown district of Atlanta. North of the city, I left the interstate 
highway and started up a two-lane highway which goes into the Great Smoky 
Mountains. After passing through a number of small towns in Georgia and 
Tennessee, I arrived at my destination of Maryville, Tennessee. There were 
only 5 coin dealers present at the show. I admit that I was disappointed, but I 
looked at everything the 5 dealers had, and after about 2 hours, I started home. 

I jokingly told a friend about my experience, and he told me about a similar 
experience which had happened to him. He drove approximately 300 miles to 
Knoxville, Tennessee to a show which was scheduled at the Ramada Inn. When he 
arrived, he looked for and could not find the show anywhere at the inn. So he 
inquired at the desk, "Isn't there supposed to be a coin show here today?" After 
a few seconds pause, the clerk replied, "I think he's already left." I'm not 
trying to cast a bad light on Tennessee coin shows, and I've been to some very 
good ones in the past. 

At the local show for which I was the bourse chairman, I bought a table and 
became a small-time coin dealer. I had sat at tables for other dealers in the 
past, but this was my first experience on my own. Customers at small shows 
generally are interested in proof sets and topical coins such as foreign coins 
with animals and flowers. But I did meet some collectors and I subsequently 
sold some Indian Head cents and large cents. Probably the most enjoyable part 
was talking to people and answering their questions about coins. A friend of 
mine once told me, "Having a table makes people think that you know a lot. " 

The most recent show that I attended was the Georgia Numismatic 
Association's state convention and show. This one had approximately 1 60 tables 
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and it was fantastic. The bourse offered practically every type of collector a 
chance to buy something which he needed. I saw at least 15 copper specialists; 
and I saw more Colonials in all grades, rarities, and conditions than I had ever 
seen before. One dealer had a quantity of Machin's Mills products. In large 
cents, a dealer from New York had a S-76b with surfaces so smooth and even 
that they appeared to be made of plastic. For other collectors, there were 
ancients, foreign coins, and U.S. modern coins. This was in sharp contrast to 
the past when the show was dominated by gold and silver investment dealers. 


I had inquired previously at the Atlanta shows and at a number of others over 
the last several years about a coin of any denomination from Spain which had 
been minted during the reign of King Ferinand V and Isabella. If one’s interest 
is in American history and in the coins which were a part of America from its 
discovery to the present, having a coin from the period of Columbus seemed like 
a good place to start. To make a long story short, I purchased such a coin at 
the G.N.A. show. It seems that the dealer had a few in stock at his place of 
business, and he thought that the recent television show about Columbus would 
create some interest in them. I know that the dealer from whom I bought mine 
has two more 1 real coins in VF or better. His address is David R. Gotkin, 

P.O. Box 1638, Springfield, VA 221 51 . 


I'm going to end this article by stating that I have been to many coin shows, 
some good, some bad, but all have been an experience worth remembering. So 
attend all the shows which you possibly can, and don't become too discouraged 
if you don't find exactly what you are looking for. The show that you pass up 
may have two or more of everything that you need. 

************* 


JOEL W. SPINGARN 1 535 Forest Avenue Baldwin, NY 11510 

S heldon— "Penny Whimsey" $26. Maris— "Coins of NJ" $12. 


Newcomb— "U . S . Copper Cents 1 81 6—57" 
Loring-"Varieties of U.S. L/C" 
Kesslei — "The Fugio Cents" 

Cohen- "Amer. Half Cents" 2nd ed. 
Crosby- "Early Coins of Amer. " 

Durst- "EAC Anthology" 

Durst- "Comprehensive Guide to 

Amer. Colonial Coinage" 


00 

0) 

• 

Miller-"State Coinage of Conn . 

6 

CM 

26. 

Nelson-"Coinage ofWm. Wood" 

5. 

15. 

Rydei — "Colonial Coins of VT" 

8. 

26. 

Rydei — "Copper Coins of Mass . " 

5. 

36. 

Adams-"U.S. Store Cards" 

10. 

36. 

Fuld-"Guide to Civil War Store 



Cards" 

40. 

15. 

Adams-"Plates of Low HTT" 

1 6. 


Shipping charge - $2. for 1st book, plus $ .50 for each additional book, sent 
UPS. Please supply street address - no box number. 

************* 



WANTED 

U.S. Tokens and Medals Half Cents 

Type Coins 

Large Cents 

Colonials 

Commemoratives 

CHARLES E. KIRTLEY 

P.O. Box 2273 

Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Phone : (91 9) 

338-2403 evenings 


************* 
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IT'S A YE<W RARE VAfUETV Disc ovEAto BV 
OK. SHtUDoN. ANO LOOK At ITS DIE STATE. 
isn't It uNBEUEVABvW TCRWNALT ^ 
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Uf All Hofe, Bur t've got it Nowi 


SH l . Li STEM 1 . \ >iUST HEAKO 
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AMD Now that Poor mwo over -tr£r£ 
MftsKl TirW&e. we. sUoulo &oover 
AND oiva mm our svmflfmt?. 



me.KutM 


tSNT IT EXciTlNfe WHEN WE GET TOGETHER AND TALK ABOUT OUR CoffERS 


************* 


counterstamped large cents wanted! 

For my personal collection I desire counterstamped large cents - with 
names, places, designs, addresses, occupations - plus any names or monograms 
from prepared logotype punches (in a rectangular or other shape border). Not 
wanted are large cents with stray marks, individual letters or numbers on them. 

I thank the many EAC members who have sent me counterstamped large 
cents over the past two years. I hope to prepare a manuscript on these and am 
grateful for the information (and coins) supplied. 

If you have some counterstamped cents, send them along with an invoice. 

Or, if you prefer, I would be pleased to make an offer upon examination. 

Either way, let’s get together! 

Dave Bowers 
Box 1 224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

************* 
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The following article has been prepared by Jeff Rock to acquaint collectors 
of early American coppers with the many reference books available to them. 

The article has been prepared at great length and over many months and should 
be a welcome addition to the readers of P-W. Jeff reports on and reviews a 
total of 1 28 books, and the data he provides covers a total of 24 pages. The 
article has been serialized and starts off in this issue. Succeeding issues of 
P-W will complete the article. Incidentally, Jeff notes that his own personal 
numismatic library contains 95 per cent of the works listed here-in, and he is 
actively seeking the remaining 5 per cent to add to his collection. 

BOOKS ON COPPER WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD 

Jeff Rock 

Numismatic literature - books on every aspect of coinage and its collecting 
have been around for centuries. Although we cannot know for sure, the earliest 
written works on coinage probably appeared soon after the first coins were 
issued by Lydia in the 8th century B.C. The earliest known numismatic works 
date from the early 1 6th century, and the first work with illustrations was 
published in Rome in 1517. 

Books, journals, articles, and auction catalogues have been written on 
every imaginable facet of numismatics - from ancient, to medieval, to modern. 
Scholarly or informal, long or short, good or bad, these works usually are 
known only to those who study a particular series in great detail. When you 
specialize, nothing can stop you from searching and discovering all that you can 

The field of early American copper is no exception. Although EA3 can 
boast the largest membership in the nation in a narrowly specialized field 
(this will hold, of course, only until some one forms an Unc. Morgan Dollar 
club! ), there remain many collectors who have not taken full advantage of the 
mountain of numismatic research which is at their disposal. 

In our era of clad coinage and gold fever, the collector of early copper is 
certainly a vanishing breed. Although we copper addicts can never know the 
joy of buying our material by the roll or bag (knowing full well that there are 
millions more where that came from), we do take comfort in the fact that we 
are deeply, almost fanatically, interested in what it is that we do have . 

This interest leads us on to new research, new ideas, and new discoveries. 
Although the great numismatists of the past, viz. Crosby, Newcomb, Noe, 
Raymond, and Sheldon, are no longer with us, we are fortunate enough to have 
the likes of Adams, Bowers, Breen, Loring, Newman, Tax ay, and Wright to 
carry on the tradition, all the while publishing their findings and adding to the 
storehouse of numismatic literature. 

One of the most fascinating things about collecting early American copper 
is that everyone's tastes is a bit different and that most people tend to be 
interested in more than just one narrowly defined series. A collector of the 
1794's might also be fascinated with Colonials. A middle-date freak may also 
pursue Hard Times tokens. Because of this fact, a listing of numismatic 
literature which only takes into accout half and large cents struck at the U.S. 
Mint would be little more than useless. The works listed here are not limited 
solely to regular U.S. coinage. Other fields of interest, such as Colonial 
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pieces. Hard Times tokens, pre-Mint patterns, and early tokens and medals 
have also been included. Following a long-standing tradition, no works which 
deal solely with post-1857 material (e.g. Civil War tokens) have been included, 
most of which are in the realm of other numismatic organization. 

The following listing is necessarily incomplete, however, for if one were to 
compile a list of every reference to early copper, such as auction catalogues, 
periodicals, journals, newsletters, price lists, and manuscrips in addition to 
books, it no doubt would resemble a small telephone directory in size! And if 
one were to add those works on all of the different areas which tie in with early 
copper, such as mining, symbolism, economic and banking influences, early 
governmental practices, and all of the historical and technical data of an era 
gone by, the number of entries would be astronomical! Because of this, every 
title listed herein, with one exception, is a book or a reprint issued in book form. 

For convenience, this list has been arranged alphabetically. Originally, 1 
hoped to present a breakdown for each of the major areas of collecting, but the 
tremendous number of overlapping titles made this impossible. The listing 
follows a general format of author, title, publisher or place of publication, 
number of pages, number of plates or other information on illustrations, a 
short blurb about the contents of the book, any reprint or other information, and 
lastly, a rough estimate of what these works cost. It should be kept in mind 
that numismatic literature also is subject to market cycles and that these 
estimates are nothing more than an educated guess based on past auction records 
or sales prices. 

This article would not have been possible if it were not for the tremendous 
amount of data collected by Jack Collins, a good deal of which has appeared in 
the fantastic numismatic literature auction catalogues issued by George F . 

Kolbe as well as in Jack's solo auction catalogues. In addition, articles written 
by John Adams, Walter Breen, Jack Collins, John J. Ford, Jr., George Kolbe, 
Denis Loring, and Eric F. Newman have been invaluable. It is my fondest wish 
that they, along with other collectors, soon can make this list obsolete by 
writing and publishing works as yet undreamed of. 

If, after reading through this series of article, you find a strange desire to 
own every one of the numismatic works listed, don't worry - it's a well- 
documented disease known as bibliomania. To date, there have been no 
medical advances in a search for a cure, and the disease has spread unabated 
across every continent, thereyb affecting millions. 

For those who suffer a particularly violent strain of this disease, thera- 
peutic treatment is available in the form of the Numismatic Bibliomanis 
Society. The fee for this help is $7.50 a year, which includes a subscription 
to what has to be one of the liveliest journals around, THE ASYLUM. 

Information can be obtained from Linda Kolbe, NBS Secretary, Drawer 
1 610-A, Crestline, CA 92325. Unfortunately, many patients have been known 
to be admitted to NBS with little more than a mild affliction, only to have it 
blossom forth into a full-fledged disease. Before using this or any other 
treatment, it would be wise to consult your physician (as well as your carpenter, 
for by the time the bug really bites, you'llneed a lot more shelf space for your 
books! ). 

I welcome additions and corrections, which can be sent either directly to 
Dr. Lapp for publication in P-W or to me at 10358 Buena Vista Avenue, Santee, 
CA 92071 . 
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Adams, Edgar H. , "United States Store Cards," originally published in 
1920, 75 pages, no illustrations. Describes tokens from 1789 to the 
early 20th century, including Hard Times and Civil War Tokens. The 
listings are occasionally quite vague. The originals are quite scarce, 
but two reprints have been produced, the first in 1962 by the Ovolon 
Publishing Company, Wayland, Massachusetts and the second by Sanford 
J. Durst, New York, in 1981. The former is available for $10-15, the 
latter for under $10. 

Adams, Edgar H., "Edgar H. Adams' Plates of Lyman H. Low's Hard Times 
Tokens," originally produced around 1 9 1 4 » the originals, if still e:(- 
istant, are quite rare. In 1980 Quarterman Publi cations ' produced a 
fine volume with fifteen superb photographic plates. As a companion 
piece to the Low and Rulau books, it is invaluable. The process used 
to print the plates was an expensive one, and copies are available in 
the $20-25 range. 

Adams, Edgar H. and Woodwin- William H., "United States Pattern, Trial 
and Experimental Pieces, "American Numismatic Society, New York, NY, 

1913, 196 pages with many halftone illustrations throughout the text. 

The first text devoted exclusively to patterns it represents, basically, 
a listing of the patterns in the collection of Woodwin (who, a few 
years earlier had turned over to the government the two fifty dollar 
gold patterns, and, as partial compensation received two trunks full 
of patterns). Original copies can be found for $75-100. A special 
edition, limited to fifty copies was prepared in full brown morocco, 
with interleaved pages. The only known sale of this piece was at 
the $1500 level. Two reprints were prepared by James Kelly, the first 
in 1940, the second in 1959, the former runs about $25, the latter 
about $10. 

Adams, John W. , editor, "Monographs on Varieties of United States 
Large Cents, 1793-1 794. " Lawrence, Massachusetts, 1976, 205 pages, 

17 full page halftone plates. This work reprints eight monographs 
on large cents of the years 1793 and 1794- A foreword by John Adams 
makes interesting reading, as does the guide to rarity and value by 
Denis Loring. The quality of the plates, although not as sharp as 
the originals, is uniformly high, and present some breathtaking large 
cents. The price of around $25 makes it much more affordable than 
tracking down the originals. 

Adams, John W. , "United States Numismatic Literature, Volume 1, 19th 
Century Auction Catalogues," 1982, 271 pages, illustrated. A sur- 
vey of early coin dealers and the auctions they conducted, each of 
which is graded. The biographies and sketches of these famous names 
of the past are fascinating. A bit expensive at $85, but recommended 
for all collectors interested in the early history of the hobby. 

Limited edition of 500 copies. 

American Numismatic Association, "Selections from 'The Numismatist,' 
United States Coins," Racine, Wisconsin, I960, 301 pages, several 
halftone illustrations throughout text. Part of a four-volume set, 
this work reprints articles originally appearing in the house organ 
of the A.N.A. between 1909 and 1959. Although only four articles on 
large cents are reprinted, several other fascinating articles are 
also included. Well worth the $10 or so the book costs. 
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American Numismatic Society, "Exhibition of United States and Colonial 
Coins," New York, NY, 191 4, 134 pages, 39 superb plates. One of the 
finest exhibitions ever held, with pieces loaned from the most prom- 
inent collectors of the era. Included. were four 1804 dollars, a 
Brasher doubloon, several unique colonials, patterns and territorial 
pieces. Included were 87 half cents, 245 early date large cents and 
282 middle and late date large cents. 25 large and 5 choice half 
cents are plated. This work is invaluable for tracing pedigrees since 
the pieces are keyed to the various owners. A very high quality pub- 
lication and quite scarce, as is all early A.N.S. material. Currently 
selling in the $75-100 range, well below its research value. 

American Numismatic Societv, "ANS Inventory of Large Cents, 1793-1 81 4» 
a photocopy reproduction of the detailed catalogue of the 828 specimens 
held in the Society 1 s collection. A very useful reference, still 
available from the A.N.S. at $40 plus $1.50 postage. 


American Numismatic Society, "Studies on Money in Early America, 

New York, NY, 1976, 21 6 pages, several halftone illustrations through- 
out text. A collection of thirteen monographs, each on one particular 
area of early money in America. Included are two chapters by Walter 
Breen, two by Eric P. Newman, two by Richard G. Doty, one by William 
S. Sachs, J. Earl Massey, Raphael E. Solomon, John J. McCusker, Ken 
Bressett, Don Taxay, and the only published work by the late Richard 
Picker. An invaluable reference for colonial research, and one book 
that belongs in every numismatists library. Still available from the 
A.N.S. at $10.50, plus $1.50 postage. 'Strongly recommended. 

Andrews, Frank D. , "The United States Copper Cents, 1 81 6" 1 8 J7, An 
Arrangement of the Different Die Varieties," Vineland, NJ , 1881, 54 
pages. First published under the title "A Description of 268 varieties 
of U.S. cents, 1816-1857, in ’the collection of Frank D. Andrews . The 
original work is very rare, and I have. 'no clue as to it's current 
value. At least three reprints were prepared, the first by B. Max. 

Mehl in 1924, consisting of 42 pages. The second reprint, also printed 
in 1924, and also of 42 pages, was prepared by the Guttag Brothers, 

New York, NY. These renrints sell for about $25 each. Rumored, but 
not yet seen, is a pocket-sized edition If it does exist, it is quite 
rare and a value of $150 or so would be purely speculative. 


Attinelli , Emmanuel Joseph, "Numisgraphics , or A List of Catalogues 
in Which Occur Coins or Medals, Which Have Been Sold by Auction m 
the United States, Also a List of Catalogues or Price Lists of Coins 
Issued by Dealers, Also a List of Various Publications of More or 
Less Interest to Numisgraphics Which Have Been Published in the United 
States," New York, NY, 1876, 123 pages. Although not directly concerned 
with early copper, the work is invaluable to the researcher as it 
provides the name(s) of consignors to various sales, as well as 
giving an abundance of obscure information not to be found elsewhere. 
Less than fifty originals were printed, and probably fewer than half 
still survive. Prices for this work are not commensurate with its 
rarity, generally being around $1000-1500. In 1976 Quarterman Pub- 
lications issued a reprint which features a foreword and a rarity an 
valuation guide by noted EAC'er and bibliomaniac John W. Adams. The 
reprint, published under a much easier title, A Bibliography f 
Imericai Numismatic Auction Catalogues, 1828-1875," is available for 
around $25. 


- 217 - 


Baker, William S. , "Medallic Portraits of Washington, With Historical 
and Critical Notes, and a Descriptive Catalogue of the Coins, Medals, 
Tokens and Cards," Philadelphia, PA, 1885, 252 pages, no illustrations, 
but there is a handsome embossed medallion on the frontispiece. The 
standard reference work on Washingtonia , listing some 651 varieties, 
as well as sub-varieties and medal variations. Split into logical 
chapters, the work gives notes and historical data about the events 
commemorated and those responsible for engraving the dies. The original 
work is hard to locate in good condition, the highly acid content of 
the pages having made most volumes brittle. Nice copies generally 
sell in the $100-125 range. In 1965, Dr. George Fuld issued a reprint 
(lola. Wisconsin), with annotations and corrections. This reprint 
also features 13 plates, a rarity rating and a valuation guide (now, 
of course, obsolete). The reprint is readily available and sells for 
around $20. 

Belden, Bauman L. , "Indian Peace Medals Issued in the United States," 

The American Numismatic Society, New York, NY, 1927, 46 pages- 22 
plates. Although not all Indian Peace Medals are cooper, it was de- 
cided to include this series in the listing as they were made in 
the Mint, by the same engravers who worked on other coin and medal 
dies. Only 350 copies were printed of the original work, and they 
usually command $75. A reprint was issued in 1958 by Lenard L. Babin 
of Rochester, NY, which sells for under $20. 

Betton, James L., editor. "Money Talks. A Numismatic Anthology Selec- 
ted from Calcoin News," California State Numismatic Association, 1970, 
372 pages, extensive halftone illustrations throughout the text. A 
treasure trove of articles which have appeared in Calcoin news, the 
house organ of the C.S.N.A., over the last 35 years. Of interest to 
EAC'ers is an article on half cents, with photos, penned by Bill 
Weber. Still available f'rom the C.S.N.A. at under $10. 

Betts, C. Wyllys, "Counterfeit Half Pence Current in the American 
Colonies, and Their Issue From the Mints of Connecticut and Vermont," 

New York, NY, 1886, 17 pages, illustrations. Originally a speech 
given before the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society 
(later known as the A.N.S.), a very 'w.nh.- ---> later printed. Al- 
though much of the material presented can be found elsewhere, most 
notably in the Crosby opus, this work still makes fascinating reading. 
Quite rare, usually going well over $200. The Colonial Newsletter 
Foundation issued an annotated reprint that, while lacking all the 
charm of the original, is better suited for research. 

Betts, C. Wyllys, "American Colonial History Illustrated by Contem- 
porary Medals." New York, NY, 1894, 332 pages, with line drawn and wood 
cut illustrations throughout text. This magnificent work was com- 
pleted after Betts' death by William T.R. Marvin and Lyman H. Low. 

Over 600 medals are thoroughly described. Original copies can be 
found in the $ 50-75 range, and several reprints have been issued, in- 
cluding two in 1964 one from the Regency Stamp and Coin, Co., the 
other from the Canadian Numismatic Publishing Institute; one in 1970 
by the Benchmark Publishing Company and one in 1972 by Quarterman 
Publications, which included valuations. The first three reprints 
are available for under $15, the Quarterman at around $25. 
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Bowers, Q. David, "Adventures with Rare Coins," Los Angeles, CA, 1979, 
305 pages with several high quality halftone illustrations throughout 
the text. Written in the inimitable Bowers style, . this book makes 
fascinating background reading, and the anecdotal information, along 
with the nostalgic foreword penned by John J. Ford, Jr., make ohe 
book an absolute bargain at the $ 15-20 level. 


Bowers, Q. David, "The History of United States Coinage as Illustrated 
by the Garrett Collection," Los Angeles, CA, 1979, 572 pages, with 
extensive black-and-white and color illustrations throughout the text. 
Perhaps the best attempt at a general reference work around, ..this book 
gives Information on almost every series of United States coins, colo- 
nials, territorial coinage, tokens and medals. The Garrett collection 
provided a magnificent opportunity to produce such a book, and the 
number of wonder coins depicted can still make the adrenaline flow a 
little faster. The extensive correspondence in the appendices provide 
a glimpse of what collecting was like a century ago. Although praise 
has been lavished on this book since it was first published, still 
more can be added. This high quality, well produced book should. be a 
standard item In anv numismatic library. If one could only acquire 
one book a vear. this should be one of the first! A perfect one book 
library. Still available from Bowers and Merena Galleries at a 
price of around $ 40 . 


Bowers, Q. David, "United States Copper Coins: An Action Guide for the 
Collector and Investor," Wolfeboro, NH, 1984, 176. pages, with exten- 
sive halftone illustrations, softbound. Filled with coin lore and 
collecting tips from the old master himself. Fascinating reading, 
and a must for any collector with an interest in half or large cents. 
Still available from Bowers and Merena at around $10. 


Bowers, Q. David and Ruddy, James F., "United States Half Cents, 1793- 
1857. New Revised Oomplete Descriptive Guide to Die Varieties. 
Creative Printing, Johnson City, NY, 1962. 47 pages, with a few low- 
quality illustrations throughout text. All copies are "Deluxe Ed- 
itions'," with text printed on rectos and facing pages marked for notes 
Although this was the first reference work written on half cents m 
a 46 -year span, interest in the series never completely died out. 
Articles appeared in many numismatic publications, and the auction 
catalogues of New Netherlands Coin Co., with the able cataloging of 
John Ford, Walter Breen and Jon Hanson, presented a wealth of in- 
formation. Copies are available for around $20. A reprint has been 
issued by a New York publisher , whi ch also includes an introduction by 
Doug Winter, a reprint of the Gilbert work, a valuation guide (now 
obsolete), information on proofs (ditto), a grading guide reprinted 
from Photograde, and pattern information. All of the photos in the 
reprint are of uniformly low quality, which make the work useless for 
anything but background reading. Available for under $10. 

Breen. Walter H., "Dies and Coinage," Hewitt's Numismatic Information 
Series, no date, 36 pages, illustrations. A well researched and 
succinctly written monograph, and probably the first monograph de- 
voted solely to the field of die making and the coinage process. A 
treasure trove of information, and a booklet that should be in every 
numismatists library. Required reading, and, at a price of $3 5, 
fairly easy to obtain. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE RAHWAY MINT REVISITED 
Mike Rubin 

It was late on a Friday. I was on my way home, riding down St. George’s 
Avenue in Rahway, New Jersey. Suddenly, I saw the site that I was looking for. 
Along the roadside was a small sign which read: "RAHWAY MINT . HORSE- 
HEAD COPPERS WERE FIRST COINED HERE IN 1786. THEY BORE THE 
INSCRIPTION ’E PLURIBUS UNUM'. LATER USED ON FEDERAL COINS". 

I got out of my car and walked over to the brick monument on which were two 
plaques bearing the obverse and reverse of a New Jersey copper. On the plaque 
below, the inscription read: "This Horsehead Copper was the first coin in this 

nation to bear the motto ’E Pluribus Unum'. It was minted on this site in 1786". 

In my fantasies, I could see it now - the old sawmill with the Rahway River 
trickling alongside, giving the mill the power to operate. 

I walked inside, looked around, and noticed two men poring over a ledger 
book. They were discussing the problems they were having with the dies 
breaking so quickly. I heard one of the men call the other 'Tom’. A chill ran 
down my spine - this must be the infamous Thomas Goadsby and his partner, 
Albion Cox. 

Then I heard a loud noise and saw two men struggling with the iron bar of 
the screw press as they stamped out coppers which fell to the pit below. I was 
tempted to jump into the pit and fill my pockets with the uncirculated coppers. 
What a find! 

I tried to restrain myself, but I could not resist the temptation. I ran for 
the pit, both hands out-stretched, ready to obtain some samples. All of a 
sudden, two massive men grabbed me. I saw the man whom I believed to be 
Albion Cox coming towards me with a flintlock pistol in his hand. The hammer 
was cocked. 

Suddenly, I heard sirens. I blinked my eyes and turned around. Two fire 
trucks went speeding down the avenue. I turned around and there was the 
monument which I had been looking at before. 

Was it all a dream? It must have been. If not, then I'm the only living 
person who recently visited 'The Rahway Mint'. 
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E AC *85 CHICAGO or HAVE YOU GOTTEN 
THE PLASTER DUST OUT OF YOUR HAIR? 

Les Heilbronner 

EAC's annual camaraderie session is over, and travel plans are already 
being made for EAC '86 in Washington, D.C. As with all previous gatherings 
attended by me, it seems that it was over before it had hardly begun. From 
Bill Weber's plea for help with bringing in the cases at around noon on Thursday 
to the final goodbyes around 2:30 P.M. on Sunday, there was never a dull 
moment. 

Copper fanatics started arriving at the Ramada-O'Hare around noon on 
Thursday, and all were aghast at the construction activities which had the entire 
public area of the inn torn up. The only redeeming factor was the free drink 
chit which came with registration . Trying to find the convention room by follow- 
ing the posted signs was just a little more difficult than traversing the Paris 
sewer system or maybe the Los Angeles Freeway. But, after several such 
trips, most EACers had found their own 'best way' and things weren't half as 
difficult. 

Actually, with all activities in one area. General Chairman Don Valenziano 
and his committees had things well in hand. The bourse and exhibit area was 
the largest I can remember for EA3, and it provided for plenty of viewing of the 
mounds of copper available. 

Officially, things got going Thursday at around 4P.M. in the Hospitality 
Room. The California gang really started a popular thing last year, since 
nearly half of those who would be attending any part of the convention were on 
hand for this Thursday get-together where many old friendships were renewed 
and new ones made . 

Among the most popular topics of conversation were 'how did you fare in 
Starr Wars?' and 'the EAC Sale is going to be incredible;. And as at every 
EAC get-together, the lobby and the coffee shop were full of cent-freaks well 
into the early hours of Friday. 

Friday morning saw the bourse hall bursting with activity. Close to 40 
EACers were setting up tables to offer their wares which ranged from some of 
the true rarities down to large cents for sale by the troy ounce. As at all 
gatherings of collectors, many transactions were consummated in hotel rooms 
and the coffee shop; but for most of the time, activity on the bourse floor 
seemed brisk. 

Two of the busiest spots seemed to be the table for viewing the sale lots 
and the exhibit tables which were mind-boggling. As one exhibit viewer noted, 
"No wonder I can't find any coins I need, they're all here in the exhibits." 

Some of the displays were 'old friends' from previous shows, while others were 
brand new from first-time exhibitors. 

Friday's educational forum was very well attended, and the topics and 
presentations were first rate. Prior to the formal educational session, I got 
mine. When your table mates at dinner include Walter Breen, Tom DeLorey, 
and John Wright, you can't help but get an education. However, I was not alone 
in learning from the really knowledgeable EACers, for Walter, Tom, John, 
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Denis Loring, Del Bland, Bob Grellman, Jack Robinson, Bill Weber, R. 
Tettenhorst, Doug Smith, Tony Ter ranova, Ted Naftzger, and many of the 
other top copper people were continuously in attendance and more than happy to 
help in anyone's education. 

The father and son combo of Mike Cardwell, Jr . and Sr . attending their 
first EAC function took advantage of every opportunity to learn and view copper. 
The remarkable thing is that Mike Jr. is about 10 years of age, and he kept up 
with the probeedings better than many of his elders. He was an alert and active 
participant in all phases of the show, including the sale where he outlasted and 
outbid quite a number of people five times his age. 

Bill Noyes outdid himself with the sale. The material available was 
stupefying, and the only complaint was the lack of enough viewing time as there 
was so much to look at. For those of you who weren't there and had only the 
catalogue to look at, it's too bad as most of the material was even better than 
described . 

Tony Terranova, Dan Holmes, and Phil Ralls were the high bidders for the 
'special lots'. Holmes returned his purchase the first time, claiming that the 
lot (a six-pack) hadn't been described properly. (His winning bid was $22.) 
When the lot was put up a second time, it cost him $250. for the same six pack. 
However, delivery was by a 5' 7" redhead and not by her husband, auctioneer 
Denis Loring. 

Sunday's general business meeting was interesting, with Walter Breen 
telling of his progress with the 'NEW BOOK' and with Jack Robinson comment 
ing on his 'Quotes'. 

All in all, it was a great gathering of the copper crowd. Now, on to 
Washington in '86! 

************* 

CHRIS VICTOR -McCAWLEY P.O. Box 406 Chandler, OK 74834 

(405) 258-0681 

If you are building a collection of Early Copper, you should be receiving 
my monthly price list. It contains an average 1 6 pages of Colonials, half 
cents, large cents. Hard Times tokens and Civil War tokens. A broad range 
of material is offered in all grades and price ranges. All coins are accurately 
attributed, fairly priced, strictly graded, and guaranteed to meet ANACS 
standards. More important to you, the collector, each coin is guaranteed to 
meet your standards. I will be happy to send a free copy of my current list 
to any EAC member who requests one. 

SPECIAL TO EAC MEMBERS - Breen's HALF CENT ENCYCLOPEDIA 

$47.50 postpaid. 

************* 

JON HANSON P.O. Box 5499 Beverly Hills, CA 9021 0 (213) 396-2736 

FOR SALE: - famous cotton-lined envelopes, the finest storage 

available for your valuable coins. 

Send aS.A.S.E. for a sample 

$80. per 1 ,000, postpaid - $13. per 100, postpaid. 

California residents please include sales tax. 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last 
issue of P-W. Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual 
are received by the Membership Committee before the September issue of P-W, 
all will be declared elected to full membership at that time. Chairman of the 
Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45215. 


Member Number 


Charron, Garry 

Warwick, RI 

2306 

Foy, Richard L. 

Hubert, NC 

2307 

Terpening, James F. 

Oswego, NY 

2308 

Blaha, Michael R . 

St. Louis, MO 

2309 

Taylor, Wayne J. 

Dearborn, MI 

2310 

Bonura, Joseph W. 

Wading River, NY 

231 1 

Pergiel, Walter 

Grand Haven, MI 

231 2 

McElwain, Frank 

Cincinnati, OH 

2313 

Feigel, Charles R. 

Bartlett, IL 

2314 

Mekelburg, David 

Garden City, NY 

2315 

Denson, Bob 

Phoenix, AZ 

231 6 

Gibbons, Fred 

T ahlequah, OK 

231 7 

Weaver, Robert Allen 

Vero Beach, FL 

231 8 

Gardfald, Michael K. 

Salem, NH 

231 9 

Groves, Andrew H. 

Freeville, NY 

2320 

Swails, Edward F. Jr. 

Lexington, SC 

2321 

Arnold, H. G. 

Portola, CA 

2322 

Nichelson, James L. 

Martins Ferry, OH 

2323 

Soltisiak, Robert 

Milford, CT 

2324 

Elwood, Joseph M. 

Falls Church, VA 

2325 

Tibbetts, Brian 

Milo, ME 

2326 

Showers, David 

Woodland, CA 

2327 

Sturgeon, Ron W. 

Seaside, OR 

2328 

Von Blohn, David L. 

Lake Saint Louis, MO 

2329 

Lomprey, Robert F., Jr. 

Neenah, WI 

2330 

Wright, Richard 

Santa Rosa, CA 

2331 

Reinhardt, Richard J. 

Orange, NJ 

2332 

Daehn, William E. 

St. Paul, MN 

2333 

Senishen, Michael J. 

Rrading, PA 

2334 

Mouse r. Bob 

Indianapolis, IN 

2335 

V itale , C . R ichard 

Cranston, RI 

2336 

Bourne, Re my 

Fridley, MN 

2337 

Gee, William 

Los Angeles, CA 

2338 

Johnson, Ernest I. 

Anacortes, WA 

2339 

Schrader, Robert J. 

Norwood, NJ 

2340 

Moline, Michael 

Beverly Hills, CA 

2341 

Braswell, Jim 

Denver, CO 

2342 
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 


A regional EAC meeting of the Upstate New York-New England section will 
be held in association with the annual convention of the Empire State 
Numismatic Association on September 28, 1985 at 3 P.M. The meeting will be 
held at the Quality Inn in Albany, located at 1-90 and Everett Road. The topic 
for discussion will be grading. 

************* 

The EAC meeting at the ANA Convention in Baltimore has been re-scheduled 
and will occur on Tuesday evening, August 20, at 7 P.M. Please note the 
change ! 

************* 

The next EAC regional meeting of the New England section will be held on 
September 14, 1985 from 12 noon to 5 P.M. at the Howard Johnson's Motor 
Lodge in Niantic, Connecticut. Take Route 1-95 and get off at Exit 74. Ho-Jo’s 
is 100 yards south of 1-95 on the left. A small donation will be taken at the door 
to defray the cost of the meeting room. Please call Peter Neptune at 
(203) 739-6031 in Niantic if you have any questions . 

************* 


NOTICE OF MIDWEST REGIONAL EAC MEETING IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE GREATER CINCINNATI NUMISMATIC EXPOSITION 

September 1 3-1 5 , 1985 

Drawbridge Inn 
1-75 and Buttermilk Pike 
Fort Mitchell, KY 41017 

EAC meeting will be held late Saturday afternoon September 14. Exact time 
and room location will be announced at the show. 


Talks and exhibits are being planned now. 


For additional information, or if you would like to give a talk or set up an 
exhibit, then write either to 


Phil Horner 
RR #3 

Blanchester, Ohio 45107 
(513) 783-3225 


Rod Burress 
9743 Leacrest 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 
(513) 771-0696 


************* 


HENRY G. GARRETT 

Free price list - exceptional offerings of: 

U.S. Colonial coins Patterns 

Type coins Autographs 

Please write to: Henry G. Garrett 

P.O. Box 4334, Valley Village Sta. 
N. Hollywood, CA 91607 
(213) 780-4768 or 989-0760 
Member of ANA, EAC 698. 
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INDIANA STATE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION SHOW - 1985 

John C. Hoyler 

My second favorite coin show which is held every year is the Indiana State 
Numismatic Association show - the EAC annual show is #1 . Mike Schmidt, 
his father Herb, a friend from Ft. Knox Bob Curth, and I headed for 
Indianapolis early Saturday morning, June 8. Upon arrival, we registered at 
the show desk and quickly gained entrance onto the bourse floor at 1 0 A.M. 

As is my normal practice, I walked around the whole bourse floor during 
the first 15 minutes, just to see who was in attendance. Lots of copper was 
in attendance also. It looked like it would be a good day! I met up with Jim 
Corrado, Tom Reynolds, and John Wright; and, after exchanging good 
mornings, I said that I would see them all later. 

My first stop of the day was at Jack Borchardt's table. It is always a 
pleasure to see Jack again (Right, Dad?). We do go back quite a ways. Jack 
showed me the S-48 he had purchased from Matthews Money Tree. It’s a 
super coin, and I'm sure that if I were to sell all of my Draped Bust cents, I 
would need to make a small loan to afford it! Jack does come up with some 
fine copper! While we were talking, I sold Jack the balance of my Barber 
dime set. I was happy that he had a home for them. I also traded 2 R4 
middle-date large cents to Jack for a 1 794 S— 71 in G4-. He said that with his 
mailing list he had customers for them. 

Next, I wandered around to Matthews Money T ree table and pried loose a 
S-1 84 - a nice, no-problem G4. Nice copper is there at the show and at an 
affordable price, but you have to look for it. 

One of the main reasons I wanted to be at this show this year was to test 
under fire Mike Schmidt's new "Draped Bust Attributing Guide". More and 
more of the non-EAG dealers are becoming aware that they can get a better 
price for their unattributed copper from EAC members, so I don't like to walk 
around with a PENNY WHIMSY under my arm. Each time that I have used it, 
instead of buying a common R1 cent at a bid for the coin's grade, the dealers 
have added to the price. So I guess that a low profile is better for me. 

As I was walking around the bourse floor, a customer of one of the dealers 
was showing a couple of Draped Bust cents to Joe Tomasko. I looked at them, 
used Mike's attributing guide, and found the varieties before Joe did. The guide 
worked so well that Joe asked how he could get one. If you are interested, see 
Swaps & Sales this issue. 

Jim Corrado brought with him an off-center 1795 cent for me to peruse. 
Well, we worked out a lay-away. Thanks, Jim. 

I spent the next several hours looking at tnattributed cents at non-EAC 
dealers' tables. I really gave the attributing guide a workout, but I didn't find 
any coins which I needed that were in my price range. 

I finally found an empty seat at Tom Reynolds' table and I proceeded to look 
at some nice coppers. Tom had brought with him several cents which he got for 
me in Chicago, mainly R4's in VG7 to 10. I needed them all. Thanks, Tom! 

John Wright joined us and treated us to a peek at a newly-discovered 1 797 
NC8. Such a nice coin! John even made a pressing of it for me. Which 
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reminds me that I’ve got to get a check off to Rod Burress as he has reserved 
a press for me . 

It was now closing time for the bourse, so we said goodbye to our EAC 
friends and reminded them of the Kentucky State show to be held the last week- 
end in September. I also reminded them that we are going to have a mid-west 
regional EAC meeting at the Derby City Collectors’ show in Louisville on the 
last weekend in October. More details on this will be carried in the September 
P-W. 

On our way home, the four of us found a nice family steak house and we had 
a good dinner. Mike and I came home with some nice large cents, and Herb and 
Bob had found some interesting foreign coins, so a good day was had by all. 

EARLY NEWS RELEASE 

The Philip F. Van Cleave Collection of 
Early U.S. Large Cents 

This is the most complete collection of cents ever to be offered at public 
auction . 

It includes all serially numbered varieties and subvarieties except: 1795 
S-79 and S-80. Includes 15 NC's! 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS 

1793 S-7 F-1 2 ex Masters-Naftzger lot 328 
S-11 , b VF, choice color and surfaces 
S- 15 , G-5, the discovery specimen 

S-1 6, VG-7, ex French, Ruby-S u perior 1974 

1794 S-1 8, A VG, ex Super for February 1976, lot 1354 
S-33 VG-7, ex Wrubel 

S-37 VG-7, ex Wright-Loring-Morley sale 
S-48 F/VG, ex Chatham, C. D. Smith 
S-66 VG-10, the Downing sale specimen 

1796 S-84, AU/U, Superb type coin 
S-96 2d scarcest draped bust 

1798 complete, including both NC's, and pedigreed S-1 44, 178, 180, 183 

1 799 complete with NC 

1801 NC-2, the discovery specimen 

Auction to be held in early 1986 by famous company. 

Information provided to EAC by Darwin Palmer, Jr. 

Darwin reports that Phil Van Cleave still retains a great interest in and 
appreciation for the early date large cents, but he has decided that this is an 
appropriate time to let his cents find new homes. 
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CENTRAL STATES COMES TO MINNEAPOLIS 


Pete Smith 


On April 25-28, 1985 the Central States Numismatic Society convention was held 
in Minneapolis. The promoters described it as the largest numismatic event 
ever to come to Minnesota. 

The CSNS convention began with PNG day on Thursday, April 25. The dealers were 
big, the gold and silver was shiny, prices were large, and copper was hard to 
find. Several dealers had flashy displays of high grade 1793 cents. The 
"collector" coins were not there. I went home without buying a coin. 


Friday was a better day. The show expanded to include more of the middle range 
dealers with middle range material. I found a lot of copper to look at and a 
few pieces to buy. Other EAC people I talked to were also having limited luck. 

On Friday evening Mclntire Numismatic Auctions conducted the copper part of the 
Central States auction. Before the sale the auctioneer announced two Minnesota 
state laws that would be in effect. 1. All reserve bids would be published. 

2. No consignor could bid on his own material. The highlight of the sale was 
an S-3 Chain Cent with a listed grade of AU50 and a repaired reverse. 

Consensus grade among a few EAC people was about VF35. I felt it should bring 
around $6,000 to $8,000. The lot opened and closed at $14,000 with no floor 
action. The second highlight was a Wreath Cent S-9 listed as XF45 also with a 
concensus grade of VF35. I thought it was worth $2000 to $3000. It opened and 
closed at $5000. Those two lots made me highly suspicious about the state laws 
previously mentioned. I doubt if there was an actual sale of those coins but I 
can't prove anything. Most of the coppers in the sale went to unknown bidders. 


A regional EAC meeting was held Saturday, April 27. Regional Secretary Dick 
Punchard was the host. I showed slides from my presentation at the ANS Coinage 
of the Americas Conference last December. In attendance were: 


Rosalie Albers, Robbinsdale MN 
Burnett Anderson, Washington DC 
Del Bland, Mill Creek WA 
Catherine Bullowa, Philadelphia PA 
William Daehm, St. Paul MN 
Forrest Daniel, Bismarck ND 
George Fitzgerald, Ft. Wayne IN 
Dwight Hostetler, La Grange IN 
Eileen Kelly, Pittsburgh PA 
Gifford Kelly, Pittsburgh PA 


Kent Leader, Brooklyn Park MN 
Todd Leader, Brooklyn Park MN 
Chris McCawley, Chandler OK 
Matt Mortenson, Maple Grove MN 
Dick Nelson, St. Paul MN 
Franklin Noel, Minneapolis MN 
Dick Punchard, Bloomington MM 
Wes Rasmussen, Bloomington MN 
Pete Smith, Minneapolis MN 
Dean Wiley, Edina MN 


Several other dealer/members were in Minneapolis but did not attend the EAC 
meeting. They included Jack Beymer, Jim Fairfield, Steve Fischer, Bob and Tom 
Matthews, Jim McGuigan, Paul Padget, Jim Payette and Tom Reynolds. 

On Sunday the Matthews had an appointment with a Minneapolis area collector who 
had responded to their ad in Coin World. They came back with a pile of about 
50 high grade coppers including many mint state large cents. Those of us who 
saw the group were all jealous. Dick, Wes and I wondered why the coins coudn't 
have gone to a local collector. Tom Reynolds and Chris McCawley wondered why 
their Coin World ads coudn't have produced the same results. We were all glad 
that the coins had found a nice home with EAC people. 
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NEW ENGLAND EAC REGIONAL MEETING 


Ed Bucken 


Members of the EAC New England region met at the home of Fritz (Fred) 
Glymer on May 4, 1985. A small number of enthusiastic collectors thoroughly 
enjoyed the meeting which was held at Fritz's and Kyra's charming colonial 
home in rural Harwinton, Connecticut. The following members and guests were 
present: 


Kyra Glymer 
Fritz Clymer 
Carvin Goodridge 
George Trostel 
Chuck Funk, Jr. 


T ony Sileo 
Dana Philippi 
Ed Bucken 
Gwen Fettinger 


John Fettinger 
Peter Neptune 
Neil Brown, Jr. 
Robert Soltis iak 


Several members brought their stock of coins which they had for sale. 
These were looked over quite thoroughly, and many coins changed hands to fill 
'holes' in collections and 'folds' in wallets. This way of acquiring attributed 
pieces well satisfies buyer and seller. 

Carvin Goodridge and Robert Soltisiak ran a one-on-one training session 
on the fine points of attributing early date large cents. Robert had a number of 
new acquisitions, and Carvin took him step-by-step through the attribution 
process using Dr. Sheldon's PENNY WHIMSY. 

Considerable comments were made about the EAG sale held at the annual 
EAC convention in April. Carvin had his annotated sales catalogue with him. 
Chuck Funk and Peter Neptune were large consignors to the sale. Both were of 
the opinion that they 'took a beating' on their higher grade and valued pieces 
while their correctly graded lower grade pieces 'made out pretty well'. Chuck's 
1 81 5's did so well at the sale that we jokingly suggested he might want to set up 
a 'boiler room operation' manufacturing '15's from '45's for next year's sale. 

Ed Bucken commented that he had mailed out 1 00 notices of this meeting to 
EAC members in the New England region. Only 5 persons responded and they 
contacted either Ed or Fred. Those in attendance agreed that general notices no 
longer will be mailed out. Meeting notices will be published in P-W only. 

The next meeting will be held on September 14, 1985 from 12 noon to 
5 P.M. at the Howard Johnson Motor Lodge in Niantic, Connecticut. Get off 
Route 1-95 at Exit 74. HO JO's is 100 yards south of 1-95 on the left. A small 
donation will be taken at the door to defray meeting room costs. Please call 
Peter Neptune at (203) 739-6031 in Niantic if you have any questions. 

************* 


LANCASTER & 

SHIELDS 

Colonials, State Coppers; Featuring: 

Connecticut, and Large Cents. 

Lancaster & Shields 

Free price list 

P.O. Box 1 2 Dept. E. 

send to: 

Harrison, N.Y. 10528 

R. Geary E.A.C. #1562 
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REPORT OF REGIONAL EAC MEETING, NY-NJ SECTION 


Frank H, Still inger 


The annual convention of the Garden State Numismatic Association in 
Cherry Hill, NJ has grown into a large and attractive show which provides 
the EAC NY-NJ Section with a congenial setting for an early summer meeting. 
This year we gathered there on Saturday, June 22. The roster of attendees 
included: 


Joel W. Spingarn 
John Bieber 
Tom Sebring 
Bob Y uell 
Greg Fitzgibbon 
Harry Rescigno 
Sam Alvino 
Leonard Cohen 
Douglas Tilghman 


Richard Korycki 
Gus Jammalo 
Vincent Manna 
Joel DI Nonno 
Joe Pecorino 
Ron Widok 
Burnett Anderson 
Herb Silberman 
Enoch Blackwell 


Robert Slob ins 
Thomas S . Katman 
Doug Walcutt 
Paul Munson 
C. Douglas Smith 
Fred Borcherdt 
Robert Miller 
Arlene Holl 
Frank Stillinger 


After running through the usual introductions by those present, the 
discussion turned to the role of 'landmark coins' in retaining the interest and 
in educating copper collectors, especially those new to the hobby. These coins 
have particularly vivid (and thus easy to remember) characteristics; and with 
the passage of years, most veterans continue to regard them with nostalgia as 
old friends. Participants were shown a display of some of these landmark 
coins from the early large cent series: 


1 793 

S-4 

periods variety 

1 801 

S-219 

three error reverse 

1 794 

S— 56 

office boy reverse 

1 802 

S-239 

elephant trunk breaks 


S-63 

fallen 4 

1 807 

S-271 

comet 


S-64 

missing fraction bar 


S-273 

large overdate 

1 796 

S-103 

LIBERTY 





In addition, more notalgia was evoked by showing a hard-bound 1946 fixed-price 
list from Stack's. If only we could buy coppers now at those prices! 


Many other numismatically interesting items were displayed by those 
present. Fred Borcherdt showed a set of photographs which illustrated the 
fascinating obverse die progression for the 1 831 N— 1 2 large cent, all taken 
from top-grade specimens. Doug Smith exhibited a G5 example of 1 797 NC3 
(early die state) which he had just purchased on the bourse floor. Doug Walcutt 
had a satchel full of goodies to show, including a very attractive pair of 1 802 
S-234's in early and late obverse die states. In addition, several instructive 
error coppers were passed around for viewing and comment. 

The NY-NJ Section's next definitely-scheduled meeting will take place on 
Saturday, November 2, at the Grand Central Coin Convention. The topic at 
that time will be the middle-date large cents. 


************* 
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The EAC Library 


Mabel Ann Wright 


EAC maintains a lending library of material related to the 
interests of our members. Thirty-day loans are available to 
all current members. The requestor should send a check for 
$3 small order or $5 large order "(payable to Mabel A. Wright) 
with name, EAC membership #, mailing address (prefer 
street address for UPS delivery), telephone $ (in case I need 
to call you) , and the request to : EAC Library 

1468 Timberlane Dr. 

St. Joseph, MI 49085 


Current Holding for Loan 

Edgar H. Adams Plates of Lyman H. Low*s Hard Times Tokens 

Monographs on Varieties of United States Large Cents 1793-1794 , 
Adams 

Studies on Money in Early America, ANS 
Coinage of the Americas , ANS 

A Bibliography of American Numismatic Auction Catalogues 
1828-1875 , A ttinelli ” 

Selections The Numismatist Miscellaneous , ANA 

Selections The Numismatist U.S. Coins , ANA 

Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents 1793-1857 * 
Breen ( large order by itself) 

The Unite d States Minor Coinages 1793-1916 , Breen (pamphlet) 

The History of Unit ed States C oinage as illustrated by the 
Garrett Collection, Bowers (large order by itself) 

United States Co pper Coins An Action Guide for the Collector 
and Investor, Bowers 

High Profits from Rare Coin Investment , Bowers 

American Half Cents , Cohen 

Early Coins of America , Crosby 

The Cents of the United States , Doughty 

Comprehensive Guide to Americ a n Colonial Coinage , Durst 

Illustrated History of the United States Mint , Evans 

United States Cents & Half Cents , Fro s sard 

The United States Half C ents , Gilbert 
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United States Large Cents l_793-lgil» La PP and Silberman 


Monographs o n Vari e ties of Unite d States Large_Cents 
1793-1803. Loring 

1794 Large Cents , Morley 

Un ited States Copper Ce nts 1816-1857. Newcomb 
The Silver Coinage of Massachusetts , Noe 

toture Head United States Copper Cents 1843-I8j2 » Reiver 
Counterfeiting in Colonial America t Scott 
Early American Cents , Sheldon 
Penny Whimsy , Sheldon 

The First United States Mint , Stewart 

American Political Badges and Medalets 1789-18,2.2, Sullivan 


Miscellaneous 


Attribution articles 1816-1839. Wright 

PENNY WISE 1967 to date, loaned in five year segments 

ANS inventory of cents 1793-l81 i) ' 

Microfilm record of ANS cents 
Cent Book film from the National Archives 


Numis-film Library of U.S. Coins 

Xerox copy of Howard R. Newcomb’s Cents of 1801, ’02,’03 
ANS slide presentation and cassette 

Major type set of slides of United States large cents 
The Numismatist - 19^2, 1948-date (mostly complete) 


Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine - 1961, 1962 except Oct., 1964 
except July 

The Colonial Newsletter - 1960 -date 
W.E. Johnson LCI 67 C price list 11/68 

Kenneth W. Rendell descriptive FPL Hard Times Tokens 

Phntn^ranhs of all varieties of large cents 1816-1839 by . 

Iota WripM, (available for loan at flO-weighs 30 pounds m albums) 
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Miscellaneous (cont.) 


Most auction catalogues of the major coin houses for the past 30 years or 
Xerox copies 

One of the most requested items is PENNY-WISE and there may be awaiting 
list for it. If you have a set of originals for sale, or know someone else who 
has dropped out of EAC but might want to find a new home for his copies, you 
may advertise them in Swaps & Sates, or donate them to the library. 

************* 


JACK and MARK R. BORCKARDT 1 01 6 Tiffin Avenue Findlay, OH 45840 

The Collectors Cabinet and Fort Findlay Enterprises would like to include 
your name on our mailing list. 

Our quarterly price lists feature over 500 copper, nickel, and silver coins, 
including a nice selection of early coppers. Please mention your EAC 
number to receive all of our lists. Thank you! 

it:************ 

DENIS W. LORING P.O. Box 363 New York, NY 10101 


1 793 

S-3 

7/12 

$2,100. 

S-1 2 Fr2 $500. full date 


S-10 

VG8 

750. 

S-1 3 6/3 700. full. 

bold date 


S-1 1 c 

VG8 

750. 



1 795 

S-76 

VF25 

850. 

thick planchet, plain edge, R7 as 

a subvariety 

1 796 

S-1 08 

VG7 

150. 



1 805 

S-267 

VF20 

1 60. 

choice 


1 807 

S-272 

G4 

850. 

sharp overdate, reverse fully VG 


1844 


FI 2 

1 50. 

20 per cent off-center 



From my May advt. in P-W, the S-3 (35), 13 (40), 48 (25), 78 (60+), 
and 280 (60+) are still available. Please inquire if interested. 


HERBERT J. ROSEN "Curio Corner" 337 Route 46 Rockaway, NJ 

(201) 627-4431 

A complete stock of large cents, including all years, all major varieties, 
and hundreds of die varieties - available at CURIO CORNER — 
open every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 12 noon to 5 P.M. 

Mail correspondence to P.O. Box 218, ironia, N.J. 07845 




pennymanship to the editors 

From BILL TIVOL: "I was sorry to miss EAC '85 in Chicago and even 
sorrier after reading the May issue of PENNY-WISE. When the lab quiets 
down some, I will have a couple of contributions to P-W, one of which will be 
humorous . " 

From MIKE McNANEY: "I couldn't resist sending you this bumper 

sticker. I'll bet you didn't realize there was a special recognition given to our 
'older' EACers or 'Centers' as it were. 

(Enclosed was a bumper sticker which reads: "Senior Centers Have It! ") 

Mike went on to say: "I'm told that more of these are available, and I'll be glad 

to send one to any EACer who will send a self-addressed stamped envelope." 

You can address your request to Michael W. McNaney, 2042 Bayleaf Drive, 
Durham, NC 27712. Thanks, Mike! 

From HARLEY G. MILLER: "I'm writing to thank Darwin Palmer and 
Bill Noyes for their fine handling of the coins which I sent to the EAC sale. 

I don't know yet if I made or lost money. The important thing to me was that I 
could dig up so many old coppers over here in Europe and make them available 
to EACers. (Harley lives in Wellenberg, West Germany.) 

In line with these 'once in a lifetime' events - well, I had 2 of them in 1 
week - unfortunately, not in copper, but in old silver. First, I found a 
Bolander 1795 12a dollar; and a few days later, I got the third 1798 Bolander 

1 6 dollar. 

In Bolander's 3rd revisied edition, it says of the 1796 12a: 'The author's 

specimen formerly was in the great Stickney sale held by Henry Chapman in 
1 907. No other specimen was ever found by the author'. Of the 1 798 1 6, 
Bolander said: 'The die broke early and so badly that very few pieces were 

struck, possibly not over two, as no others are known to the author. 

I am sending both the Bolander pieces to Dave Bowers to put in his 
September sale. I'm sorry that they weren't copper; but, as a collector of 
U.S. coins, I just cannot believe my good fortune." 

From JEFF ROCK: "So far, the result of John Sype's report on 

Connecticut cents in the last issue of P-W has been NOTHING! Not one letter 
has been received. This is a bit disturbing, because many EACers out there 
have at least a few of these pieces in their collections. I don't know how to 
tell anyone that it doesn't matter whether they own one piece or a 1 ,000, in 
the best grades or the worst, or even if they own mega-varieties or the most 
common variety around - we need the help and input of every collector. Every 
piece that we can list in our data base will help us to come up with an accurate 
rarity rating and Condition Census. I beg of the members to offer their help 
and cooperation . " 

From ron JANOWSKY: "Re: the S he Idon grading scale . As I understand 

it, the ANA adopted the Sheldon scale and are now displeased with it. Then 
they should drop it and develop their own scale. That scale has worked very 
well for large cents and half cents for at least half a century. Why should we 
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have taken away from us a grade scale that has a meaning for us? Unfortunately 
or whatever, the Mint State grades are not a common problem for us as there 
are not many large cents falling into those grades. I think that EAC should 
continue to use the scale as is - grades 1-70. Let us not be the victims of silver 
dollar greed and a bullion market which fluctuates day-by-day." 

From R. L. TRAVIS: "The Sacramento Valley Coin Club of Sacramento, 

CA wishes to thank EACer Bob Vail for a recent educational program on large 
cents. Bob discussed approaches to collecting large cents including type, date, 
variety, and pedigree. He also presented a brief history of large cent collecting, 
pointing out some of the more notable collections and collectors. To augment 
his presentation. Bob displayed several large cents from his collection, along 
with auction catalogues in which the displayed coins were plated. I know of one 
collector who must have been very impressed as he was observed purchasing 
some nice large cents at a local show the following Sunday. Thanks, Bob." 

From ROY E. BONJOUR: "This year is the 200th anniversary of Vermont 

coins. A few months ago, I delivered a lecture on this topic at our regional EAC 
meeting. I would like to give the same presentation at the EAC meeting held 
during the ANA meeting, and I hope that it can be arranged." 

From DAVID A. CORNELL: "Bravo! The May, 1985 issue of P-W was the 

best issue yet! However, I have one suggestion - how about printing the Prices 
Realized from the EAC Sale on the front and back of one sheet of paper? This 
would aid those who wish to remove this from their issue without losing any text 
from other articles. Also, why not leave the Prices Realized pages un- 
numbered, so that if they are removed, there will be continuity of numbering 
throughout the issue?" 

(Editor's note: Thanks to David for the suggestions which will be followed the 
next time any P. R. comes around. At the same time, the editor apologizes for 
the fact that the P. R. pages in the May issue printed up rather poorly. We'll 
correct this problem the next time also. Sorry about that.) 

************* 



EARLY AMERICAN 
NUMISMATICS 

P.O. Box 2442, La Jolla, CA 92038 
619-273-3566 


For the finest selection 
of Colonials, State 
coinages, early 
American tokens, 
Washington coin and 
medals, Fugios, etc. 


Write to EACer Dana Linett Please note our change of 

for an extensive and complete address: P.O. Box 2442 

listing with descriptions. La Jolla, CA 92038 

(619) 273-3566 

************* 
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SWAPS & SALES 


EACers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. The 
first 12 lines are free. If your ad exceeds 12 lines, the treasurer will bill you 
for your entire ad, based on a pro-rated scale. A full-page advertisement is 
$60 Deadline for copy to appear in the September issue must be received by 
August 31 . Copy must be sent to Warren A. Lapp, 6505 Newmarket Way, 
Raleigh, NC 27609. 


* * 


****** ***** 


RICK DeSANCTIS c/o The Cash Stash Coins Key Colony Beach, FL 33051 


P . O . Box 1 66 


My fixed price list, "The Coppersmith", features a fine selection of half 
cents along with some large cents and other early types. Please write for the 
next four issues. Below are a ftew strictly graded half cents: 

Rough obv, rev. better. 


1803 

C-2 

R5 

G4/VG7 

1804 

C-1 

R3 

VF30/30! 

1825 

C-2 

R1 

EF 40/40 

1826 

C-2 

R3 

VF30/30 

1849 

C-1 

R2 

VF30/35 


Quite decent and rare . $200. 


Rare coin in this grade. Gorgeous. 

Choice coin with some faded orange . 

A couple of trivial 


290. 

135. 


Another "condition rarity". 

obv. marks which don’t offset this coin's appeal. 110. 
Smooth and attractive. 68 • 

************* 

1 71 2 McComb Street Charleston, IL 61920 

FOR SALE OR TRADE. Lists of Hard Times, Miller-Rulau, Civil War, 
and British Condor tokens available. I will sell at reasonable prices or trade 
for tolcens or middle date large cents of equal value needed for my collection. 
Please include a SASE with requests for lists. 


MIKE GOODRIDGE 


************* 

ALAN V WEINBERG 23321 Aetna Street Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

(81 8) 348-3749 

Serious collector of 'Western' (Colorado on West) old "good-for" trade 
tokens. I have one of the best collections in the U.S. of scarce /rare Western 
tokens end I will pay very well for tokens I need or duplicates I can use for 
trading. Especially want pictorials depicting elephants, burros, and steers. 
Paying $200. for certain Texeis tokens, $100. for certain Nevada and New 

Mexico tokens. Many other town tokens from other states worth $25. -$100. 

and much more. Call or write. No obligation. If you just want an appraisal of 
your "good-for" trade tokens, fine. But let me know what you have. You'd be 
surprised at their values. 

************* 

GARY A. TRUDGEN 31 03 Chatham Road Endwell, NY 13760 


FOR SALE: 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 32. 2-X .2 

Draped bust left. Beautiful smooth glossy tan surfaces with excellent 
planchet condition. Slight striking weakness in the date area, otherwise 
a strong strike . Grades choice Fine. Made by James Jarvis and Company 
in New Haven, Connecticut from Federal copper which was supposed to be 
used for coining Fugio cents. Satisfaction guaranteed at my asking price 
of $80. 

************* 

PAT CUNNINGHAM 2500 -A Skyland Drive Atlanta, GA30319 

WANTED TO BUY: 1801 S-21 9 Three errors coin in AG or better and 

relatively problem-free . Date and three errors must show. Paying $20. each. 
These are for my collection and not for re-sale. Write or ship. 

************* 
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JOHN P. LORENZO 25 Grand Avenue, 6-1 Hackensack, NJ 07601 

(201) 488-4761 

(201) 567-3000 Ext. 261 

WANTED TO BUY: 1 81 6 N-1 in VG or F 

1817 N-2, N-1 5, N-1 7 in VG or F 
1 838 N-1 4 with or without die break - in VG or F 
For my collection. Call or write for immediate payment. 




* * 

* * * * 

* * * * 

* * * 



RICHIE NADEAU 1 9 Glenwood Circle 


Lynn, Mass. 

01 902 



Larqe Cents 






1 801 

S-222 

FI 5+ cud at IB 

$1 65. 

1795 

C— 6a VG8 

$255. 

1 802 

S-228 

VF 20/25 

250. 

1802/0 C-2 

VG8 

360. 


S-233 

1 5/20 

1 70. 

1808/7 C-2 

VG7 cleaned 90. 

1 803 

S-245 

VF20+ 

220. 

1 809 

C-3 

VF30 

53. 


S-246 

FI 5+ Ige cud at ST A 1 60. 

1825 

C-1 

VF20+ 

58. 


S-251 

VF20+ 

190. 

1834 

C-1 

VF30 

38. 


S— 254 

FI 5+ 

1 60. 

1837 

Low- 

-49 VF 20/30 

63. 



* * 

* * * * 

* * * * 

* * * 



C. F. 

, GORDON, JR. EAC 21 

P . O . Box 1 1 22 


Franklin, NC 

28734 

1 797 

S-1 20b 

AG with date 

$ 20. 

1803 

S-258 

VG, Obv. dig 

$ 12. 

1 798 

S-1 52 

Fair with date 

10. 

1803 

S-258 

G6 

20. 

1801 


Fair with date 

10. 

1803 

fair with date 

10. 

1 802 

S-232 

Fine but pox 

20. 

1803 

S-260 

ugly but G 

10. 

1 802 


Just fair 

8. 

1 803 

S-260 

F but porous 

35. 

1 802 

S-233 

4/3 R-4 

12. 

1 807 

12/3 

crudy-dark 

10. 

1 802 

S-255 

Good R4 

20. 

1 807 

S-276 

Abt G smooth 

9. 

1 802 

S-241 

2/3 with date Bk 

10. 

1807/6 S-273 G4 

15. 

1 803 

S-255 

4/3 smooth 

12. 

1 812 

S-291 

good 

20. 

Postage please and thanks. 








* * 

* * * * 

* * * * 

* * * 



JEFF 

ROCK 

10358 Buena Vista 


Santee, CA 

92701 

WANTED 

Connecticut coppers, 1785 

i-1 788. 

I collect these by die 




state, so can use 

common 

as well 

as rare 

varieties . 



Write or ship. 

As part of the committee working to issue a new reference 
book on this series, I would appreciate hearing from 
collectors who own any pieces. Thanks. 

WILLIAM A. WEIMER 2327 Northern Hills Court, NE Rochester, MN 55904 
FOR SALE: US Large Cents 


1 81 7 

N1 1 

VF30 

$40. 

1840 

N8 

FI 5 


$10. 

1 81 8 

N7 

VF25 

25. 

1843 

N6 

VF20 


35. 

1 820 

N1 5 

VG6 

8. 

1 845 

N1 

VF30 


20. 

1 826 

N5 

FI 5, late 

12. 

1 845 

N5 

XF40 

nice 

35. 

1 828 

N8 

VF20, black 

15. 

1 846 

N1 

XF45 


75. 

1 830 

N6 

FI 2 

50. 

1 846 

N7 

XF45 


75. 

1 831 

N1 

VF20 

15. 

1 849 

N4 

FI 5 


12. 

1 835 

N1 7 

AU50 

175. 

1 849 

Nil 

VF30 

tan 

25. 


The entire lot of 1 6 large cents may be purchased for $550. 

************* 
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COLLECTORS CABINET - SELECTIONS FROM OUR JUNE PRICE LIST 
1016 TIFFIN AVE. , FINDLAY, OHIO 45050 419-422-7592 

JACK- AND MARK BORCKARDT 

STRICT ANA GRADING; 30-DAY RETURN; ALL ITEMS IN STOCK; OHIO RESIDENTS ADD TAX 


COLONIALS: 

1773 VIRGINIA HALF CENT, WITH PERIODS. GLOSSY OLIVE BROWN AU-50 

I 7 Q 0 n 3 , M.67— v. F — 12/VF — 20, DARK BROWN WITH LIGHT SURFACE ROUGHNESS 


1793 _ C-4pR-3. F— 12, MINOR NON-MINT CLIP AT K5, OTHERWISE VERY PLEASING 

LIGHT BROWN SURFACE. 

1796 C-l ELECTRO. VG, VERY PLEASING WITH JUST A TRACE OF LEAD SHOWING 
1904 C-s’ R— 1 . EF-45, VERY PLEASING SURFACES WITH NICE COLOR. IT WAS 

VERY HARD FOR ME NOT TO GRADE THIS AU. 

1804 C— 1 2 , R— 2 , CROSS 4, NO STEMS. EF-40, A BIT DARK BUT NICE. 

1808 C-3, R-l. VF-30, VERY PLEASING LIGHT BROWN, COMMERCIAL EF. 

1811 C- 2 ! R-3. F- 12 , SURFACES ARE DARK BUT VERY NICE FOR THIS YEAR. 

OBVERSE HAS A NEGLIGIBLE SCRATCH ACROSS FIELD AND FACE. 

10-^5 c— ^ , R— 1. VF—30, VERY PLEASING SURFACES. 

1832 C-S! R-l. EF-45, VERY PLEASING GOLDEN BROWN WITH A TRACE OF SUBDUED 

MINT RED. COMMERCIAL AU OR BETTER. 

1837 LOW 49, HALF CENT TOKEN. PLEASING EF-45. 

1851 C-l, R-l. AU-50. 

1854 C-l, R-l. AU-50, NICE SURFACES. 

1856 C-l, R-l. ANACS GRADED "MS-60/60," THIS COIN MAY MAKE AU-55. 


2 1 00 . 00 
175.00 


225. 

00 

175. 

, 00 

005 

00 

250. 

00 

70. 

, 00 

80. 

, 00 

125. 

. 00 

1 20 . 

. 00 

125. 

. 00 

160, 

. 00 


LARGE 

1793 

1793 


1793 

1793 

1793 

1794 


CENTS: „ Klr _ 

CHAIN AMERI. S-l , R-4. AG/VG, VERY LIGHT GRANULARITY WITH ONE 

SURFACF SCRAPE THAT BLENDS IN WITH THE FIELD. 

CHAIN S— 3 , R-3— . BARELY G-4 BUT EXTREMELY PLEASING 

IS VISIBLE AS ARE THE TOPS OF THE DATE. LEGEND 
LITTLE IMAGINATION NEEDED TO SEE THE TOPS. 

CHAIN S-3, R-3-. F-15/VF— 20, OBVERSE HAS A 

CORROSION IN FRONT OF THE FACE, OTHERWISE VERY CLEAN. 

WREATH S-6, R-3. AG-3, FAIRLY LARGE SPOT OF PITTING BETWEEN WREATH 

AND AMERICA, OTHERWISE FAIRLY CLEAN FOR THE GRADE. 

CAP S-13, R— 4 — . AG-3, OBVERSE G-5/ RE VERSE AG-3, EXPERTLY PLUGGED. 

STILL NICER THAN MANY SEEN FOR MUCH MORE MONEY. 

S-47, R— 4+. G— 6, OBV F— 12/ REV G-6, SLIGHTLY ROUGH. 


REVERSE 

950 . 

SURFACES. LIBERTY 
IS COMPLETE WITH A 
STRONG CHAIN. wOC. 

FEW VERY LIGHT SPOTS OF 


4800 . 00 


600 . OO 


850. 00 

175.00 


* * *************************** 

1794 


STARRED REVERSE ************ ***************** 
S— 48 , R-5+. OBVERSE HAS DETAIL OF F-15, REVERSE HAS DETAIL OF VG-8. 

REVERSE DENT I LAT I ON IS COMPLETE AND SHARP. THE COIN 
DISTRIBUTED POROSITY OVER THE ENTIRE SURFACE. THERE 
SCRATCH THROUGH THE 4' IN THE DATE AND AN OLD SCRATCH 
LIBERTY DOWN THROUGH THE NOSE TO JUST ABOVE THE POLE 
SCRATCH BLENDS IN WELL WITH THE REST OF THE COIN AND 
UNDETECTABLE AT ARMS LENGTH. THE EDGE AND RIMS ARE 


HAS AN EVENLY 
IS A BRIGHT 
FROM THE Y OF 
THIS VERT I C^ 
IS VIRTUALLY 
FREE OF ANY 


BRUISES. THROUGH THE NECESSITY OF ACCURATE DESCRIPTION, THIS COIN 
SOUNDS MUCH WORSE THAN IT ACTUALLY IS. NET GRADE PLACED AT G-„i. 
************ *************************************** ******************** 


‘ 1 950 . 00 

* * * * * * * * 


1795 

1796 

1798 

1799 
1801 


1804 

1812 


S— 76b , R-l. G-4 
CAP, S-89, R-3. 
S-l 63, R— 5— . G-5 

S-l 89, R— 2 . AG- 
S-214, R-4. F-l 

SURFACE MARKS. 

S— 266, R-2. VG-8 

S— 290 , P-1. VF— 2 


, CLEAN SURFACES. 

VG-8 AND ONLY VERY LIGHT SURFACE MARKS. 

, RATHER PLEASING WITH ONLY A FEW LIGHT MARKS. 

3, LIGHT POROSITY, EX J. ASHBY AS G-4. 

2, PLEASING LIGHT BROWN COLOR WITH SOME MINOR 

WITH VFRY CLEAN SURFACES. REV A BIT WEAK AT TOP 
0, LIGHT GRANULARITY, DETAILS VIRTUALLY EF. 


130. 00 

225. 00 
85. OO 

475 . 00 

1 75 . 00 

650 . 00 

240. 00 
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KIRK SCHLEMMER P.O. Box 51 6 Newcastle, ME 04553 (207) 563-1482 


NEW JERSEY COPPERS For Sale: 
Maris 


21 -N 

VG holed 

-w- 

00 

• 

Maris 60-P 

PLURIBS 


39-a 

AG 

8. 


Var. AG 

$15. 

44-d 

AG/G Sleigh Runner var. 

10. 

64-T 

AG 

8. 

46-e 

G nice 

15. 

67-V 

F/VF 


54- K 

EF detail with some mint 



Counterstamped 


luster. Planchet lightly 



'A' in shield 

75. 


and uniformly rough. 


56-n 

F Camel Head 


The Serpent Head var. 

155. 


var. 

75. 


****** 

* * 

***** 




RICK LEONARD 1 95 Raymond Street 

HALF CENTS For Sale: 

1800 G4 sit. gran. $22. 

1803 C-3 G6 choice 28. 

1804 C-9 G4 with rim break 24. 
1804 C-5 FI 5 very faint initials 

"C-T" etched in obv fields 76. 


Hillsdale, New Jersey 07642 
(201) 666-5249 


1 805 

C-1 

VF-20 

nice surf. 

$45 

1 805 

C— 4 

VF-25 

edge bumps 

38 

1 809 

C— 2 

G4 

no problems 

24 

1 810 

FI 5 

sm. ding K-2 rev. 

60 

1 828 

C-3 

XF-45 

nice 

55 


1850 MS— 60 brown, red in rev. devices; full denticles, superb surf., 

McLaughlin & Robinson Copper Sale 9/15/84 #77 360. 

************* 

ROBERT C. O’CONNOR P.O. Box 585 Dunsmuir, CA 96025 


1827 

N-1 1 


F-1 5 

R5 

$37.50 

1 847 

N-9 

F-1 2 

R4 

$30.00 

1 829 

N-3 

St. in 

VG-7 

R3 

12.50 

1 848 

N-3 

F-1 2 

R4 

30.00 

1 835 

N-8 

St. HI 

VG-8 

R3 

1 7.50 

1 848 

N-5 

F-1 5 

R5 

37.50 

1 839 

N— 9 


VG-10 

R3 

22.50 

1 848 

N-1 3 

F-1 5 

R5 

37.50 

1 845 

N-1 3 


VG-10 

R5 

27.50 

1 851 

N-23 

F-1 5 

R6 

40.00 

1 846 

N-1 9 


VG-8 

R4 

20.00 

1 853 

N— 6 

F-1 2 

R5 

32.50 


Satisfaction guaranteed or immediate refund! Send for free list of other large 
cents available . 

************* 


ROGER A. LYLES 37177 Fremont Blvd. Fremont, CA 94536 

(415) 791-2444 

New EAC member needs assistance from fellow collectors. I am trying to 
complete a date set VF 30 to EF 45 of large cents. Also, VG 10 to F 1 2 in 
tougher dates: Chain, 1799, and 1804. Want to sell your duplicates? 

Send me your price and description. Thank you. 

************* 


MIKE RUBIN 


13 Oak Drive 


Stanhope, NJ 07874 


FOR SALE; Colonial 1 723 Rosa Americana penny . Nice F - clean 

and brown. Own one of the first coppers to circulate 
in this country for only $60. 

************* 
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NOEL F. MARKS P. O. Box 501 Manheim, PA 17545 

FOR SALE; Duplicates from my collection - 
1811 C-2 half cent VG8 Dark, slightly porous but nice $95. 

1811 C-2 half cent VG8 clnd long ago, now It.choc-brn, sm.planchet 110. 
1869/8 overdate 2-cent-piece G4 ex Bowers & Ruddy, rare 140. 

Hard Time tokens: Low 34 VF $12. Low 48 VF $15. 

Low 39 VF+ 14. Low 97 VF 20. 

I also deal in antique paintings. If anyone has a painting for sale, drop me 


a line and include a photo of the painting. Appraisals freely offered. 

JOSEPH W. BONURA Farm Road N. Wading River, NY 11792 

LARGE CENTS - FOR SALE; 929-8394 

1797 S— 1 28 AG3/F r $30. 

1807 S-276 VG/F 55 . 

1827 N-1 EF45 dark 50. 

1833 N-5 EF40/45 cracks thru stars and 360 degrees 

thru rev. legend. Nicely recolored. 75. 

JOHN C. HOYLER 4005 Small Boat Court Louisville, KY 40229 

ATTRIBUTING GUIDE FOR DRAPED BUST LARGE CENTS 


How would you like to attribute in 3 minutes or less any Draped Bust large 
cent that you find? Now, thanks to EACer Michael Schmidt, you can do so. 
If you would be interested in a copy of the attributing guide for yourself or 
for dealer re-sale, drop me a postcard indicating so. We need to know 
how many to print. 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST OF LARGE CENTS FOR SALE 

Emphasis on coppers with nice color and surfaces. Mostly in the 
$10.00 to $60.00 price range. Many choice Matron Head cents. 

RON GUTH #6 Chevy Chase Place Lexington, KY 40502 

(800) 223-5954 

VERMONT COPPERS - FOR SALE 


Ryder 8 

- Cast copy 

$50. 

Ryder 1 6 

- Well-struck obverse; the reverse displays a 
central weakness (as made). Excellent planchet 



characteristics and color. 

1 50. 

Ryder 31 

- Nicely detailed; uniformly porous. Scarce 



"GEORGIUS III REX" variety. 

300. 

Want lists appreciated. 



VERMONT COPPERS - WANTED 

Ryders 3, 5, 15, 21 , 22, 26, 28, 32-39 ANY GRADE. 
ALWAYS INTERESTED IN UPGRADES - PLEASE CALL 
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CRAIG A. WHIT FORD 
EAC No. 929 

LOOK WHAT'S FOR SALE 


Lansing, MI 48901 
(51 7) 482-8374 


Large Cent: 1846. Newcomb-21 , Rarity- 6+ . Toned MS -60. Reflective 
Obverse Field with a hint of luster and mint red. A high wire rim 
encircles half the coin. 

The Starr I specimen, listed as MS-60, realized $2750. with the buyer's 
premium. The example offered here is quite attractive and quite possibly 
better than the Starr specimen. 

This one available at $2500. 

NICE COPPER FOR SALE; 


Colonial: Vermont Landscape, Ryder-6, Nice It. brown VG $135. 

Large Cents: 

1796 S-83, VG-7 $185. 1851 N-? $45. 

1830 N— 5, R-4+, Good+ 25. 1852 N-6a, EF-40 45. 

1839 N-9b, R-3 , VF-20 28. 1854 N-3, "Stray 4", VF 25. 

1848 N-22, Nice EF-45 75. 1854 N-25, EF-40 45. 

♦ St:*********** 


ED SARRAFIAN 9414 Nashville Morton Grove, IL 60053 

I am interested in buying your Vermont coppers. 

Please write, or ship with price desired. 


STEVE LINDSEY 


1412 Beechwood Terrace #7 


WANTED: Large and half cent literature, new or used: 


Manhattan, KS 66502 
(913) 537-1052 


Evans, G. G. 
Stewart, F. 
Clapp, G. H. 
Cohen , R . S . 
Dickeson, M. W. 
PENNY-WISE 


History of the U.S. Mint 
History of the First U.S. Mint 
The United States Cents, 1804-1 814 
American Half Cents (2nd edition) 
The American Numismatics Manual 


1 967 through 1 970 (originals only) 

I am interested in all literature on early American coppers. If you have 
any for sale, please send list, condition, and price. 


TOM REYNOLDS 

* 

P.O. 

**:(:****s( ! *^ :) ;^ 

Box 24529 Omaha, NE 681 24 (402) 895-3065 

1 81 6 

N1 

R5 

G6 

$70. 

Brown and smooth. Two old scratches. 

1817 

N5 

R3+ 

VF20 

75. 

Chocolate and smooth. 

1 81 9 

N2 

R1 

VF25 

45. 

State II. Very nice. 

1 823/2 

N1 

R2- 

VG1 0 

65. 

Nice . 

1834 

N3 

R1 + 

VF35 

67. 

Very nice . 

1 836 

N6 

R2 

VF20 

33. 

Tan and smooth. 

1 837 

N9 

R1 + 

VF25 

32. 

Brown and smooth. 

1 838 

N2 

R2 

VF30 

55. 

Chocolate with choice surfaces . 

1 838 

N1 4 

R6- 

VF20 

210. 

Brown and smooth. Two old marks. 

1 839 

N9 

R1 

VF25 

45. 

Silly head. Very nice. 

SEND 

NAME 

AND 

ADDRESS TO RECEIVE MONTHLY PRICE LIST. 


KEITH WOLFE 


Route 2, Box 1 87-A 


Dobson, NC 27017 
(919) 374-5831 


1795 S76-b VF-20 Nice tan planchet. $525. 

1796 S-1 01 G-6 detail but dark and slightly porous. 90. 

1798 S-1 51 G-4/3 just wear. 65 * 

1804 S-266c VG-10 Nice brown planchet . Face of Liberty weakly 

struck • 

1760 Voce Populi Halfpenny Nelson-2 Fine or better. Excellent 

planchet. 

1787 Connecticut Miller 4-L Horned Bust. Very Fine and very choice. 

Almost a match to the Red Book example. 150. 

1787 Connecticut Miller 32.2-X.1 Extra Fine or better but weakly 

struck. Superb planchet. 450 • 

1787 Fugio 8-B United States . Uncirculated. Lustrous with full 

cartwheel effect. Smooth surfaces . Bold strike. 1000. 

1787 Fugio 13-X Uncirculated. Considerable red. Excellent surfaces . 

Full cartwheel. Very bold strike. This may be a MS-65 Fugio! 1500. 
1787 Fugio 13-X Uncirculated. Not as nice as the 13-X above but 

still above average and defect-free. 900. 

1787 Fugio 1 9-Z Raised Rims. Dramatically double struck. 

Fine by wear but dark and porous. Fugio double strikes are 
very rare. 350. 

1787 Fugio Restrike in copper. N.104-FF. Uncirculated and 

lustrous with about 50% blazing mint red. Much above average. 375. 

Many more Fugios available. Does anyone have any for sale? 

I need several of the rarer varieties for my collection. 

it:************ 

CHARLES DAVIS Box 1 41 2 Morristown, NJ 07960 

FOR SALE: 

EARLY AMERICAN CENTS by Sheldon, 1949 VF copy with dust jacket $65. 
PENNY WHIMSY by Sheldon, 1958, 1st edition VF copy with dust jacket 65. 
PENNY WHIMSY by Sheldon, 1965, Quarterman VF copy with dust jacket 25. 
PENNY WHIMSY by Sheldon, 1965, Quarterman Covers water-stained 

and warped, but contents unaffected. 15. 

I also have a number of Stacks, Bowers, and Paramount catalogues, 
plus other literature. Write for list. 

************* 
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JACK H. ROBINSON P.O. Box 564 Vienna, Virginia 221 80 (703) 281-0858 

"Copper Quotes by Robinson" (COR) is complete for the Half Cents, Early 
Dates, Middle Dates and Late Dates. Final consolidated 36 page booklets are 
available at a price of $20. The NEW subscription is now available at an 
additional price of $20. You do NOT HAVE to purchase the current booklet to 
avail yourself of the new subscription. The new subscription will be valid until 
December 31 , 1986 and will include a revised and updated consolidated booklet 
to be issued during the fourth quarter of 1985, which means that it will be as 
early as October or as late as the end of December - who knows, maybe even 
November. There will be a further revision which will be published sometime 
in 1986 (whenever I feel that there are sufficient changes, but no later than the 
fourth quarter of 1986). As with the first subscription, the price will remain 
the same until December 31 , 1986, regardless of when entered. 

In addition, subscribers will automatically receive copies of all McLaughlin 
and Robinson special auctions of Early Copper - approximately three per year, 
or about 4 or 5 during the subscription period. Further, there will be two or 
three major auctions by OTHER firms that will contain major consignments of 
significant Early Copper collections. I will issue irregular and unspecified 
publications containing my opinions and comments relating to these sales as well 
as other trivia and/or words of wisdom. 

To recap - the NEW $20.00 subscription will contain as a nimimum: 

1 . Two (2) revisions of COR 

2. M8R Catalogs for special auctions of Early Copper 

3. Occasional auction related newsletters/ reports 

ANOTHER COPPER AUCT IQ N I S SCHEDULED 
* By McLaughlin and Robinson - specific dates and location to be announced 
** The cataloging, attributing and grading will be done by Jack Robinson 
***The grading will be in accordance with strict E4C standards! ! 

**** There wiU be Colonial, many Half Cents and hundreds of Large Cents! ! ! 

Speaking of AUCTIONS, McLaughlin and Robinson is expecting to present 
another Special Auction of JUST Early Copper that will be scheduled to happen 
during the week following ANA. The lots WILL BE available for viewing at 
ANA. We (being McLaughlin and Robinson) are actively seeking consignments 
for this auction, and will continue to accept consignments until July 31 , 1985. 

As usual, the consignor fee to EA3 members is 8 %. 

This will be the THIRD such auction, and if you haven’t heard about the first 
two auctions - Ask around! ! 

The Grading Committee is planning to meet during ANA, and accordingly, 
any coins received by me by August 19, 1985, will be processed then. The 
fees, which include confirmation of attribution, grading, the certificate and 
postage, are $7.50 for value $0—200; $10.00 for value $201—500; $15.00 for 
value $501 -1 500; 1 % of value over $1 500 to a maximum fee of $50.00 - values 
based upon COR . 
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rn HARMER ROOKE NUMISMATISTS 


ANNOUNCES 


THE LIBRA SALE 


FEATURING SOME GREAT LARGE CENTS, INCLUDING 


1793 S-l , the celebrated "AMERI." nice Very Fine. 

1793 S-6 , Vine and Bars in about Very Fine. 

1793 S-llc, just short of Extra Fine. 

1793 S-14 Liberty Cap, VF-25 Condition Census. 

1794 S-48 "The Starred Reverse" ANACS graded as 
Fine-12, and the 10th best known. 

1795 S-80, "Jefferson Head" re-tooled but rare. 

1796 S— 1 11, Rarity 5, EF, probably 2nd best known. 

1799 S-189, VF-30+, Condition Census beauty. 

1804 S-266, the piece pictured in the Red Book! 

1807/6 S-272, the rare "Small Seven" in Condition Census. 

1809 S-280, satiny glossy BU-60, chocolate. 

1830 N-6 "Small Letters" EF-45 , 4th best known and once 
owned by Sheldon, Hines, D. Smith, Helfenstein, etc. 

AND MANY, MANY MORE ELUSIVE AND NICE LARGE CENTS, PLUS 
HALF CENTS, TYPE COINS, GOLD, SILVER DOLLARS, ETC., ETC. 

CATALOGUE FREE TO EAC MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT ALREADY ON OUR 
LIST. IF NOT, PLEASE REQUEST, CITING YOUR EAC NUMBER. 

Sale to be Held Late October (to be Announced) 


HARMER ROOKE NUMISMATISTS, Ltd. 

3 East 57 Street, NYC, NY 10022 (212)751-1900 


at our New York Galleries 



J H. Rose #248 


IC1A 
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